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Letters 


Foreword: 


At my grandfather’s death in 1992 I had little knowledge of his or my 
ancestry. However, after his death, among his papers was found an 
old family tree hand-written in the old-style, on aged, brittle paper. 
This family tree was written up by my grandfather’s grandfather 
William Day beginning in 1862. In this tree, he traced back his 
ancestors 4 generations to the 1700’s. A few additions were made by 
my grandfather James White to this tree for family events relating to 
him but for the most part it was the work of my great-great 


grandfather, William Day. 


The ability to combine the information from this old family tree with 
David Mowat’s 1983 Research work into the family of William and 
Mary Anne Day (David Mowat being a great grandson of William & 
Mary Anne Day) has come about through being able to re-connect 
descendants of William and Mary Anne Day from the USA with their 


descendants living in Australia. 


How was this accomplished? William Day’s family tree lists 3 children 
born to Charles & Marian Day in Hawaii, USA. This fitted in with 
what my mother recalled, that is, that in the past, my grandfather 
had made mention that he had relatives in Hawaii who were doing 


well running some sort of store. 


The Hawaii connection was confirmed by a transcription of the 1920 
USA census found on the internet giving a location for Charles Day 


and his family, along with the names and ages of his 3 children. 


The problem that was now faced was that with the surname “Day”, 


combined with a country as big as the United States, tracing down 
one particular family of “Days”, even with their first-names, birth 


dates & birthplaces can prove problematic. 


A transcription of the 1930 census revealed more details, and as it 
turns out was the “key” to tracing William and Mary-Anne’s living 
descendants in the USA. The 1930 Census revealed the same names 
for the Day family as in 1920, however by this time there were a 
couple of new additions, namely Hamlin and Mary Day, aged 5 and 3 
respectively, children of Kenneth and Frances Day, Charles and 
Marian Day’s first grandchildren. Mary Day would be difficult to try 
and trace for 2 reasons; for one, as a girl, most likely she would have 
married and changed her surname (to “Wilson” as it turns out —a 
difficult name to search for as there are so many “Wilson's”!); and 
two, there are lots of “Mary Day’s” in the United States, so the search 
becomes a little like searching for the proverbial needle in the 


haystack. 


“Hamlin,” on the other hand is a different story. While there are 
many “Days”, the name “Hamlin” is not so commonplace. James 
Hamlin Day’s middle name was derived from his mother Frances’ 


maiden name — Hamlin. 


Another happy fact is that the United States appear to be a lot more 
forthcoming in making personal information available to the general 
public than in this country (Australia), so a search in the telephone 

listings for the U.S. can reveal not only the first name of a subscriber 


but also their age! In 2007, a quick search for James Hamlin Day 


revealed only 2 or 3 instances of this name in the whole country and 


” or “Ham” as he was 


only one born around 1924, a “Hamlin Day 


often known, living in Florida. 


A phone call was duly made, whereupon Virginia, Hamlin’s wife 
answered the phone. They were both on their way to the doctors and 
asked if they could call back. After explaining I was calling from 
Australia I offered to ring back at a time more convenient, but just 


before hanging up had to ask “Was Hamlin’s father Kenneth?” and 


“Was Hamlin born in Hawaii?”, both questions of course were 


answered in the affirmative and so it proved we had our man! 


A phone call the next day confirmed the details, Hamlin was able to 
provide lots of information and also to put me in touch with David 
Day Mowat who had unknown to me conducted an extensive research 
into the family of William and Mary Anne Day many years earlier, 
(without the benefit of the internet!) so I went from imagining | 
would be the one to offer lots of interesting genealogical information 


to the US side of the family, to instead being the recipient of so much 


valuable genealogical research including photos of the family of 


William and Mary Anne Day and transcripts of their letters dating 
back over a century ago. The following pages are a result of being 
able to put much of this information together and has also proved a 
key element in being able to gain additional data and references from 
the internet from several different sources. — C. Giandomenico 8" May 


2013. 


This material on my great-grandparents, William and Mary Ann Day and 
their children, was gathered. from several sources: Census records from 
Baschurch, Shropshire (in Shrewsbury) and from Over, Cambridgeshire (in 
Cambridge); Baschurch church records (in Shrewsbury); a series of letters 
written by William to his Son and Daughter-in law, Charles J. and Mary Ann 
(Marian), of Honolulu, between 1894 and 1914; information from Mary Day 
Wilson; and recollections of my mother, Olive Day Mowat. 


- David Mowat - August 1983 


The information gathered by David Mowat in 1983 has proved to be 
invaluable in providing an insight into the family of my great, great 
grandfather’s family in the 1800’s into the early 1900’s. An original 
handwritten family tree of William’s was handed down to my 
grandfather James White to which has been added updates from time 
to time. The information from this tree has been incorporated into this 
document where helpful along with other information that has come to 
light since 1983 from various sources. Additional notes, corrections and 


updates as far as is practicable appear in italics. - Carlo Giandomenico — 
February 2013. 
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Excerpt from William Day’s family tree, containing his introductory comments. 
Transcript reads: “These Genealogies were copied by me William Day, 
son of William & Sarah Day, in the Year 1862 with additions from time 
to time. The information respecting the Genealogy of Samuel Few was 
given to me by my Uncle John Few a person of a very remarkable 
memory; The Genealogy of Reason Day to the third generation was 
given to me by the same.” 


Compilation of information from Census records for 1871 and 1881, 
Baschurch, Shropshire, England. 


(Additional information made available through William Day’s personal 
family tree originally compiled in 1862 and other records that have 
come to light since 1983 — See above). 


William Day: 


William Day circa 1860 


Head, Eyton Road (Schoolhouse) Married, Age 37 (1871), Certificated 
Schoolmaster, Organist. Born Cambridgeshire, Over. 


(note: Baptism records for Baschurch also give "Newtown" as part of 
Baschurch locale) 


Mary Ann Day, Wife, Age 38 (1871). Certificated Schoolmistress, born 
Pembrokeshire, Haverfordwest, Wales. 


Children: 


. William Thomas Eric Day 1857 — 1874 
. Harry Few Day 1858 — 1871 
. Agnes Sarah Day 1860 — 1945 
. Alice Priscilla Day 1861 — 1861 
. Frederick Phillips Day 1862 — 1927 
. Charles James Day 1864 — 1937 
. Mary Anne Phillips Day 1866 — 1932 
. Frank Hume Few Day 1867 — 1873 
. Edith Alice Day 1868 — 1938 
10.May Day 1870 — 1916 
11.Cecilia Anne Day 1871 — 1923 
12.James Few Day 1873 — 1930 
13.Herbert Eric Day 1875 — 1950 
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NB. Child No.4 Alice Priscilla Day died as a baby and as such did not 
appear in any census pages or in David Mowat’s original research. 
Information about Alice Priscilla was gained from William Day’s 
handwritten family tree. Birth & Death dates updated & revised 
15/1/2013. 


William Day - Born 26 April. 1833. Cambridgeshire, Over. Died 10 May 
1915, buried at Highgate Cemetery London, England. William’s father 
was also William, a farmer in Willingham, Cambridgeshire. 


The last letter | have seen of his was dated 21 October 1914; he was 81 
then. 


Married Mary Ann Phillips by License at St. Mary's Church, Shrewsbury. 
No date is given in the letter. They were engaged to be married in 1854. 
(They were actually married 1° January 1856.) 


Their first child was born about 1857. (26 January 1857 to be exact) 


Listed in the 1871 census for Baschurch, Shropshire as age 37. 
Headmaster of Endowed Schools, Eyton Road, Baschurch. He is listed as 
a certificated Schoolmaster and organist. 


The 1881 Baschurch census repeats this information, age listed as 47. 


Home Villa 


According to one of his letters the family moved from Baschurch to 
London on October |, 1891. 


Their home in London was Home Villa, at 2 Hamilton Road, Highbury 
London N. (Now known as 2 Hamilton Park, Highbury, London N5) He 
described this as near Leigh Road, Highbury Station and Christchurch. 


Home Villa, 2 Hamilton Park, today (2013). — View from the West 
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Map of London from 1868 shows Hamilton Park, aka Hamilton Road was then 
known as Hamilton Place. “Home Villa” was located between Raglan Terrace 
and Park Terrace on Hamilton Place. 


They also owned 2 houses, 58 and 60 Leigh Road which were visible 
from the Home Villa greenhouse (On the London map of 1868 Leigh 
Road was known as Park Place South). 


My mother Olive Day Mowat said that he inherited this property from 
an uncle. (William recorded his benefactor as being his Uncle James Few 
who was born in Cambridgeshire in 1803. James Few died 2" November 
1871. 


William Day inherited £8,000 to £10,000 from his Uncle James Few — It’s 
reasonable to assume James Few Day b. 18" July 1873 was named after 
this uncle) 
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Excerpt from William’s family tree. James Few’s date of death was actually 2"” 
November 1871, (confirmed by probate records) at first glance the year as 
recorded by William Day may appear to be “1872”. 


In 1902 William’s children Jim and Pollie lived nearby; Jim did the 
gardening and kept his chickens at Home Villa. Aggie lived at Home Villa 
and kept house for William after Mary Anne died in 1901. William 
described Home Villa's garden as having 50 chickens, Gooseberries, 
trees brought from Baschurch, Walnut trees, a pear tree near the 
greenhouse and grapes. 


A recollection of my mother Olive Day Mowat gives this description of 
Home Villa; 


"In England my grandfather had a beautiful garden. It was divided into 
several sections. There was the sundial garden which was huge. At one 
end, was clay soil and we used to make bricks and bake them when we 
were children. 


There was also a well there, and trees and a lawn. He had a kitchen 
garden and spent a lot of time there. There was also the garden that 


had a tennis court and a rose garden and a hothouse garden which was 
in use. 


As for the house, it was very large, and people were always there. | met 
father’s brothers and sisters. One brother came from Africa (Olive here 
most likely is referring to Frederick Phillips Day from Australia, however 
as he fought as a soldier in the Boer War in South Africa, he was 
probably thought of as coming from Africa too). Another was from 
Ceylon, (most likely referring here to Herbert) and others from different 
parts of England. We had lots of fun in the evening. My cousin lived 
with Grandpa when he went to school because his home was in 
Scotland. (Olive’s cousin in this instance would have been Eric 
O’Mahony) 


His friends often came to the house, it is funny now to remember those 
days. The kitchen was in the basement and the living room was on the 
second floor. If anything was needed, they would ring a bell and the 
maid would come, find out what was wanted, and go down to the 
kitchen, get it, and bring it up again, sometimes several times. Nobody 
thought anything of it." 


For recreation, William Day liked to go on the bus to Hyde Park, have 
tea at the ABC on Piccadilly Circus, and go to the Cinematograph, they 
went regularly to St. Paul's for Church on Sunday. A June 1913 letter 
refers to his long illness and recovery from cystitis, between December 
1912 and June 1913. 


A letter from William in October 1914, says he was still healthy, walking 
a half mile every day in the garden: he was still going to Hyde Park by 
bus and to the Cinematograph: and still working in the garden. He was 
81 then. On the marriage certificates of his children his rank/profession 
was listed as “Gentleman”. 


In an August 1911 letter, William wrote jointly to C. J. and Mary Ann 
(Marian) in Honolulu for the first time in over a year — Mary Ann had 
been in England, with Kenneth, Olive and Vera, at school. The three 

remained in England in 1912. 


An August 1911 letter describes Olive, Ken and Vera's cousin Roma 
being with them at Liscard. Roma "amuses them, talks a lot, and has a 
bucket and spade she carries around with her.” (Roma referenced here 
must be Romasa (Roma) Jones, daughter of John and Elizabeth Jones, 
John being Marian Day’s brother. Roma was born 1907 which would fit 
the reference in William’s August 1911 letter. Roma went on to marry 
Eric V. White in 1930 and had a son Paul, who was father to 2 children 
Trevor and Vanessa). 


A quote from my mother, Olive Day Mowat's reminisces: 


“When | was 9, we made our first trip to England and enjoyed it very much. 
My grandfather lived in London. He used to be a schoolteacher in Shropshire, 
but an uncle left him a large estate in London, so he left teaching and went to 
live there. For the rest of his life he collected rents and was very well off. 


He had a large family, but they didn't live there. They were married when we 
went to England. Grandpa was a scholar and knew all there was to know 
about London and took us to many places of interest. We visited 
Westminster Abbey. This was in the early days before tourists had taken 
over, and we had many personal visits there and at other famous places, 
unmolested by tourists and guards. Among the places we visited, were: The 
Zoo, Madame’s Tussaud’s Wax Museum, Kew Gardens and St. Paul’s 
cathedral. This was our family's church, and we went there on Sundays once 
or twice with them.” 


William’s parents were William and Sarah (nee Few) Day. He was born 
in the village of Willingham, Cambridgeshire, England. In relation to the 
village of Willingham below is an excerpt from A. J. Gautrey’s 1972 book 
“The Fews of Willingham”: 


“Willingham is nine miles north-west of the city of Cambridge. It is a 
low-lying village, only 25 feet above sea-level, on a clay soil at the edge of 
the Fens, formerly a large marshy area but now drained and producing 
good crops although still occasionally subject to flooding in the winter. 


The name of the village was originally spelt "Wivelingham", which 
means "the home of the followers of Wivel". Wivel would be one of the 
Angles who invaded the country after the departure of the Romans in 410 
A. D. and he and his people must have rowed their boats across the North 
Sea and up the River Great Ouse from the Wash. The site they selected for 
their village was two miles south from the riverbank. 


The first documentary mention of the village is in Domesday Book, 
1086, which tells us that the Abbot of Ely held a lot of land there, and that 
other land was owned by two Normans who must have dispossessed the 
former English landowners. The Church, the oldest building in the village, 
appears to date from about 1300. Following the English custom, the arable 
lands were divided into strips in three open fields, with a rotation of spring 
crops, autumn crops and fallow, but the keeping of animals also played a 
large part in the village economy, the fens and marshes being common land 
on which the villagers had feeding rights. In 1277 it was reported that the 
Abbot of Ely's land in Willingham supported 16 cows, 2 bulls, 20 pigs, 1 boar 
and 240 sheep. There was also an open water fishery on Willingham Mere, 
now long since drained. 


The farming possibilities are well described in a survey made of a 
neighbouring village, Over, in 1575: - "a reasonable good soile for corn and 
grass, yet very barren of wood and timber. And the pasture and meadow 
grounds being meres and fennes be for the most part in winter time 
surrounded with water and wette, partly by soak of the fennes lying so near 
to the great river and partly by rain". It was said that the fens in the 
parishes "have time out of memory of man been common to the tenants of 
Over and Willingham for all manner of cattle sans nombre - in good dry 
years there was more grass than was needed." These feeding rights on the 
commons persisted right down to the nineteenth century, as can be seen 
on some of the wills left by members of the Few family. 


In the first Census of 1801 Willingham had a population of about 800. 
The open fields disappeared in 1846 when Willingham was enclosed by Act 
of Parliament. This led to much distress among the dispossessed tenants, 
and in the years that followed many of the villagers, a number of Fews 
among them, emigrated to America. Despite this, however, the population 
of the village grew, and in 1871 it was 1,619, of whom no less than 110 
were named Few. 


In earlier times the peasant’s huts were no doubt made of clay, or 
"wattle and daub", with thatched roofs, Most of the houses in the village at 
the present day were built in the nineteenth century, with some twentieth 
century additions. They are nearly all of yellow brick, and although one or 
two are still thatched, most have grey slate roofs. The population has 
remained remarkably steady since 1871, and many of the inhabitants are 
still employed in agriculture such as the growing of fruit, flowers and 
vegetables.” 


- a. 


OldWillingham.com 


Old Willingham, Cambridgeshire 


Following is an excerpt from William’s family tree whereupon he 
provides a memorandum on the maiden name of his mother Sarah: 


‘This name Few was originally Fue and corrupted and changed from Feu (French for Fire) — their 
ancestors were from France; and doubtless, came over with “William the Conqueror” (1066) to 
fight his “Battle of Hastings”; and skirmishes with the other soldiers and afterwards settled in 
this country. Note: William the Conqueror brought his army to where Cambridge now is (his 
soldiers threw up “Castle Hill” there) in order to subdue Hereward the Brave Leader of the 
Saxons, and to get possession of “The Isle of Ely;” the then stronghold of the Saxons.” 


Further, A. J. Gautrey’s 1972 book on the Fews of Willingham had this to say 
regarding Few name and location: 


“The surname FEW is well-known in Cambridgeshire, particularly in the 
village of Willingham. Outside Cambridgeshire, however, the name is rare, 
the only other family of the name known being one in Wiltshire. There is 
no connection, so far as can be ascertained, between them and the 
Cambridgeshire Fews.” 


William Day in his family tree of 1862 traces back his ancestry 3 
generations on both his father’s and mother’s side. Further research has 
been able to go back one more generation on his father’s side of the 
family to James Day born in 1715 who married Mary Reason (born 
1719). Their son Reason Day was born in 1754. He married Mary Hart 
(born 1751) and they had a son James Day in 1775. He married Dinah 
Coulson (born 1771) and they had a son William Day (born 1806) in 
Cambridgeshire who married Sarah Few (born 1799) and of course they 
had ason William Day in 1833, the subject of this work. 


It has been possible to trace back William’s mother Sarah Day (nee Few) 
back further, back to Roger Few who died in 1549 and his son Richard 
Few who was born in Willingham, Cambridgeshire in 1520. So, at least 
on the “Few” side, William’s connection with Willingham, 
Cambridgeshire, England can with reasonable reliability, be traced back 
to the early 1500’s. 


Another excerpt from A. J. Gautrey’s 1972 book of the Fews of 
Cambridgeshire: 


We now turn to some of the less well-off members of the family that 
we find in the Censuses, There were, for instance, three old men, brothers, 
Joseph, in Over Road, Thomas, in Schoolhouse Yard and James in Dog End. 
They were the sons of Samuel and Alice (Adams). 


Samuel and Alice were members of the chapel, and their sons were 
baptised there on the dates shown: ~ (1) Joseph, 23 Nov 1766, (2) Thomas, 
16 Aug 1769, (William Day’s Grandfather) (3) William 17, 30 Oct 1771, 
(buried on 29 July 1789, the register being noted "a young lad killed by 
lightning.") and (4) James, 9 Feb 1774. 


William Day refers to William Few’s death as noted by A. J. Gautrey 
in this section of his family tree of 1862 reproduced below. William Few 
would have been William Day’s great uncle. 
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William Few’s untimely death of some 224 years ago was also recorded in a 1789 
newspaper of the time. 


Coming back to William Day the question arises as to why William Day 
would have moved from Willingham, Cambridgeshire to Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire certainly by 1856. In 1856 William married Mary-Anne 
Phillips in Shrewsbury at age 23, (she was 22). The most likely reason for 
the move of course is that having graduated from college, Shrewsbury 
would have been one of his first teaching assignments. Here he must 
have met fellow school-teacher Mary-Anne Phillips. 


Their subsequent move to London on William’s retirement in 1891 and 
to live in his Uncle’s James Few’s house “Home Villa” occurred some 20 
years after James Few’s death. 


From all available records, it appears James Few’s wife Eliza Few (nee 
Turner) died January 1882. The 1881 census finds the widow Eliza Few 
living in Home Villa, 2 Hamilton Road, Highbury, living on "Income from 
Houses". She also has a Jane Holbeck and Emily Mitchell living with her 
who would have been either servants or companions. 


So, it looks very likely that the properties left to William in 1871 were 
left with the contingency that Eliza occupy and receive rents until her 
death at which time ownership would transfer to William Day. 


Also, in looking at the Census papers for the years 1861 to 1881 we find 
the brothers of William Day Senior & their families from Willingham, all 
living in various addresses around Hamilton Road and Hamilton Terrace 
Highbury and listing their occupations as builders and painters. So, it 
looks like a few Fews moved en-masse from Willingham to London, 
perhaps to build those houses around Hamilton Road which of course 
led to William Day also moving there on his retirement. 


What happened to “Home Villa” after the death of William Day? We 
know that the house was still in the family on the marriage of my 
grandfather in 1940 as his address is listed as 2 Hamilton Park on the 


marriage certificate. By the time of Agnes Day’s death in 1945 however 
it seems she and Herbert were living at 35 Highbury Park so by this time 
“Home Villa” may have been sold to parties’ unknown. Today (2013), 
Home Villa appears to be in good condition, now divided into flats. (see 
photo on page 12). 


Timeline of Selected significant events in William Day’s Life: 


1833 — Born in Willingham, Cambridgeshire. 


1841 — Census shows William living with his parents William and 
Sarah, sister Alice and brother Thomas in Over Cambridgeshire 


1851 — Census shows William living with his parents and brother 
Thomas in Over, Cambridgeshire — he’s listed as a 17-year-old 
pupil/teacher. It appears his sister Alice had married and left home by 
this time 


Between 1851 & 1856 — Moves to Servern St, Castlefields, Shrewsbury 


Between 1851 & 1856 — Begins teaching in Shrewsbury, Shropshire 


1856 — Marries Mary-Anne Phillips from Haverfordwest, Wales. 


1857 — Birth of 1* child — William Thomas Eric Day 


1857 — William’s only surviving brother, Thomas, dies age 21 on March 
2nd 


1857 — William moves around the corner to Benyon St, Shrewsbury 
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1858 — Birth of 2" child — Harry Few Day 


1860 — Birth of 3 child & 1% daughter — Agnes Sarah Day 


1861 — Census shows William & Mary Anne living in Shrewsbury with 
their children William, Harry and baby Agnes 


1861 — Birth and death of 4" child — Alice Priscilla Day 


1862 — Birth of 5" child — Frederick Phillips Day 


1863 — Moves to St. Michaels Street, Shrewsbury 


1864 — Birth of 6" child — Charles James Day (My Grandfather — DM) 


1866 — Birth of 7 child — Mary Anne Phillips Day 


1866 or 1867 — Moves from Shrewsbury to Baschurch 


1867 — Begins role as Headmaster at Baschurch School 


1867 — Birth of 8" child — Frank Hume Few Day 


1868 — Birth of 9" child — Edith Alice Day 


1870 — Birth of 10" child — May Day 


1871 — Census shows William & Mary Anne as headmaster and 
headmistress living in the Schoolhouse at Baschurch with their 
children Harry, Agnes, Frederick, Charles, Mary Anne, Frank, Edith, 
May and a domestic servant. Their eldest son William Eric must have 
been staying elsewhere that night. 


1871 — Birth of 11" child — Cecilia Anne Day (9" June — my great- 
grandmother — CG) 


1871 — William’s uncle & benefactor James Few dies in London (2"" Nov) 


1871 — Death of 2nd born child — Harry Few Day age 13 (23"" December) 


1873 — Death of 8" born child Frank Hume Few Day age 5 (3" July) 


1873 — Birth of 12" child —James Few Day (18" July, just 9 days after his 
brother Frank’s death!) 


1874 — Death of firstborn child William Thomas Eric Day age 17 


1875 — Birth of 13" (and final) child — Herbert Eric Day 


1880 — William’s son Frederick leaves England for Australia 


1881 — Census shows William & Mary Anne living in the endowed 
schoolhouse in Baschurch with their children Agnes, Mary Anne, Edith, 
May, Cecilia, James and Herbert along with a visitor Celia Ellis and 
servant Ann Jones. Mary Anne Day is listed as a retired 
schoolmistress. 


1890 — William’s son Frederick marries Anne Marian Howard in Sydney, 
Australia 


1891 — Census shows William & Mary Anne still in Shropshire living 
with their children Mary Anne (now listed as a schoolteacher), May, 
Cecilia, James and Herbert. 


1891 — William Day, now retired, moves to London from Baschurch at 
age 58 


1891 — William’s 1* grandchild, Eric O’Mahony, is born in Shropshire, 
England, a son for Edith (Day) and Michael O’Mahony 


1892 — William’s son Charles, marries Marian Jones in London, England 


1892 — William’s son Charles, leaves England for Hawaii, USA 


1893 — William’s 2" grandchild, Vera Day, is born in Hawaii, USA, a 
daughter for Charles and Marian Day 


1894 — William’s 3 grandchild, Fred Day, is born in Sydney, Australia, a 
son for Frederick Day and Minnie Neighbour 


1895 — William’s 4" grandchild, Olive Day, is born in Hawaii, USA, a 2” 
daughter for Charles and Marian Day 


1897 — William’s only sister Alice dies age 66 


1899 — William’s 5" grandchild, Kenneth Day, is born in Hawaii, USA, a 
son for Charles and Marian Day 


1900 — William’s 6" grandchild, Cian O’Mahony, is born in Scotland, a 
2™ son for Edith (Day) and Michael O’Mahony 


1901 — Census shows William & Mary Anne Day living at “Home Villa” 
(London) with their daughters, Agnes, May and Cecilia, son Herbert 
and a servant 


1901 — William’s son Herbert marries Charlotte Phillips (“Lottie”) in 
London (30" April) 


1901 — Mary Anne Day, William’s wife, dies age 68 (14"" November) 


1902 — William’s daughter Mary Anne Phillips Day age 36 marries 
Charles Stanley Marvin, 27, in London, England 


1907 — William’s daughter May Day marries Alfred Walter Lee in 
London, both aged 37 


1908 — William’s daughter Cecilia Day marries Ernest White 


1910 — William’s 7" and last grandson, William Richard James Forbes 
White is born to Cecilia Anne White (nee Day) in Brighton, England 


1911 — Census shows William Day living at “Home Villa” (London) with 
his daughter Agnes and grandson Eric O’Mahony -— Eric is listed as 
studying law 


1913 — William’s son Frederick marries Minnie Neighbour in England. 
This is Frederick’s 2" marriage 


1915 — William Day dies in London, buried at Highgate cemetery 


Mary Anne and William circa 1860. 


From David Mowat's notes; with further information added 
since originally written in 1983: 


Mary Anne Day, Wife of William Day of Baschurch and London. 


Born 25 February 1833, in Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire, Wales, her 
father was William Phillips, a writing clerk in Wales. 


Died 14 November 1901, aged 68. Buried at Highgate Cemetery, 
London. 


| have no record of her maiden name. (Marriage certificate found since 
shows her maiden name to be Phillips) but some possible leads are 
described below. 


The 1871 census for Baschurch, Salop (Shropshire), lists her as 
Certificated Schoolmistress, age 38. The 1881 census describes her as 
schoolmistress, retired, C.M., age 48. 


In an 1894 letter, her daughter, Mary Anne "Polly" is referred to as 
"Junior," so perhaps the "Polly" is also carried to her middle name, 
although | found no reference to this in letters. (David Mowat was on 
the right track here, Mary Anne, as well as sharing her mother’s first 
name, had the middle name of ‘Phillips’, which was her mother Mary 
Anne’s maiden name). 


The only letter | have seen written by her, in 1901, is signed by her, 
using the spelling “Mary Anne Day.” (Trusting the premise that she 
would have known how to spell her own name | have tried to use this 
spelling throughout this document. This spelling is also backed up by 
William’s own writing in his family tree). 


Some hints of her own family relationships are found in William's 
letters: 


Effie and Lily Maycock from Coventry were daughters of Pollie Maycock, 
Mary Ann's first cousin from Haverfordwest. Polly’s husband was Harry 
Maycock, had a drapery business in Coventry. Effie and Lily were over 
20 years of age in January 1909. 


A 1909 letter: "Aggie has been. staying at Coventry with her Aunt and 
Uncle Maycock and 5 grown-up cousins — daughters." (Note: the “aunt” 
was Pollie Maycock, Mary Anne's first cousin from Haverfordwest) Her 
maiden name was Phillips. (This would make her the daughter of Mary 
Anne’s father’s brother). 


In an 1894 letter from William to C.J. and Mary Ann (Marian) in 
Honolulu: 


“Uncle Henry Mitchell (William Day’s brother-in-law, his sister Alice’s 
husband) has been to Margate for a week. Your Aunt Alice (William’s 
sister) looks still but poorly and is feeble.” (Alice died about 3 years 
later, in February 1897, at 66 years of age). Question: would Uncle 
Henry be Mary Anne's (William’s wife's) brother? (No, Uncle Henry 
Mitchell was William’s brother-in-law, William’s sister Alice Day’s 
husband). \f so, “Mitchell” is possibly Mary Anne's maiden name. (We 
know now that Mary Anne’s maiden name was “Phillips”). 


Another hint about her maiden name: “Hume” shows up twice among 
her children; possibly this is her maiden name. (See above note, we 
know now her maiden name was “Phillips”. The earliest record we have 
of “Hume” is Ebeneezer Phillips (Mary Anne’s brother) born 1838 whose 
middle name was “Hume”. It may be that his mother, Agnes (b.1810), 
(Mary Anne’s mother too), had the maiden name “Hume”. Her daughter 
Agnes (b.1843) also had the middle name “Hume”, it seems to have 


been the custom then to use the maiden name of the mother as a 
child’s middle name so this is a definite possibility). 


Mary Anne had a sister, Lizzie Simpson, in Edinburgh, who had a son 

named John Simpson. Lizzie was 72 in November 1906. In 1901 they 

had visited London, stayed with “Susie” Craddock, nee Simpson, who 
had little twin girls, Nellie and Lizzie. “Susie” may be John Simpson's 

sister. (Yes, most likely) 


In August 1911 Aunt Lizzie was in Edinburgh, had a weak heart. She died 
8 May 1914 at 79 and would have been 80 on June 10, 1914. (Thus born 
in 1834). 


Mary Anne also-had other sisters, Agnes and Priscy (or Priscilla, middle 
name Flanark), Priscy was born in Haverfordwest, July 1845. 


An April 1912 letter to C.J. Day and Mary Ann (Marian) in Honolulu 
refers to "your Aunt Agnes" living at Willesden Green. (She died in 
London on 19" December 1924) 


A letter describes Priscy staying for a visit with "Aunt Patty Phillips". In 
1914 Priscy was living at "West-Cliff-on Sea," Essex. In one letter Priscy 
is referred to as "Aunt Priscy Sims.” (She married a Samuel Cary Sims, 
however by the 1911 census she is a widow, with no children living by 
private means — Samuel Cary Sims died October 1903). Another of 
William's letters to Honolulu describes his daughter, Aggie, going to 
Edgbaston (Birmingham) to visit "'uncle' George and Aunt Phillips". On 
the way she (Aggie) met “her aunt Maycock” (nee Phillips) and 2 
daughters who live at Coventry." (Effie & Elizabeth Maycock) 


Children of William Day and Mary Anne Day: 


1. William Thomas Eric Day 


Born about 1857 (26" January 1857) 


Died Baschurch, 20" October 1874, at 17 years 9 months. 


Buried at St. Andrews Church, Baschurch (Mary Day Wilson saw the 
stone on her visit). 


2. Harry Few Day 


Born 18" January 1858, Shrewsbury, Shropshire. 


Died 23 December 1871 at age 13. 


Buried at St. Andrews Church, Baschurch. (Mary Wilson's visit). 


He is listed as age 13 in the April 1871 census for Baschurch. 


3. Agnes Sarah Day (Aggie 


Born about 1860, (18"" January 1860) Shrewsbury, Shropshire. 
She is listed in the 1871 Baschurch census as age 11. 


In the 1871 census, she is 21 and described as a governess. 


Agnes Sarah Day 
The 1881 Census also lists her occupation as a private governess. 


Unmarried, she kept house for her father in London at Home Villa after 
Mary Anne died. 


One of William's letters describes her taking Vera, Olive and Kenneth 
walking in Finsbury Park, London, in the early 1900's. 


By all accounts it was Agnes who took in and cared for my grandfather 
James White when his mother Cecilia died in 1922. He was only 13 at 
the time. - CG 


Agnes died 18" January 1945 aged 85. She was buried in Highgate 
Cemetery, London. 


4. Alice Priscilla Day 


Born 4 June 1861 and died as an infant some 2 weeks later on 27 June 
1861 in Shrewsbury, Shropshire. 


5. Frederick Phillips Day (Fred) 


Born 14 May, about 1863, (very close, 14‘ May 1862 in fact, only just 
over 11 months after Alice was born!) Shrewsbury, Shropshire. 


Listed as Age 8 in the 1871 Baschurch census. (Yes, the census was 
taken late April 1871, Frederick turned 9 a couple of weeks later), was 
not listed in the 1881 census; he would have been about 18 then and 
gone from home. (Correct, he emigrated to Australia in 1880) 


My mother, Olive Day Mowat, remembered: "Looked like his younger 
brother, Charles. Went to Australia, had a common-law wife. (His 
“common-law” wife was Minnie Neighbour, b. 1873 the mother of his 
son Fred). 


Frederick actually married Anne Marian Howard on 7" June 1890. 


EO WARD.—Jone 7, at St David's Chareh, Arthar- 
fOr Faille, be the Rev. Joshua lHlareravr, Frederick 
eldest son of William Davy. Barrhureh, NSO, 

and grandson of the late W.l iam Day. of Uerk- 


Somerset to Anne Morian, senunl daughter of 
fiears Vowarl, of Svetnes, and granddaug ater of 
Qelste Jobin Bulein, of Woolabra. 


— Huis at « Se ee & aan 88 a? tha Presidente of the 


Newspaper notice for the marriage of Frederick and Anne Day from The 
Sydney Morning Herald 21* June 1890. This is the only instance found of an 
Australian newspaper reference to both William Day of Baschurch and 
Williams’s father, the late William Day of Berkly Park, Somerset, England. 


Most of the family were still living in Baschurch Shropshire at this time, they 
made the move to London a year later. 


Transcript of the notice: DAY-HOWARD -— June 7, at St. David’s Church, Arthur 
Street, Surry Hills, by the Rev. Joshua Hargrave, Frederick Phillips, eldest son of 
William Day, Baschurch, Salop, England, and grandson of the late William Day, 
of Berkly Park, Somerset to Anne Marian, second daughter of James Henry 
Howard, of Sydney, and granddaughter of the late John Bulgin, of Woollahra. 


It appears Frederick took up with his “common-law” wife sometime 
before 1894 when he and Minnie had a son Fred Jr. in 1894. 


This relationship with Minnie and subsequent illegitimate birth was the 
cause of much friction and trouble in the ensuing years particularly 
between Annie Day and Minnie Neighbour, some of which is 
documented below in various newspaper reports of the time. 


By the 1900’s it appears Frederick was no longer with Anne Marian 
(“Annie”) even though he was still married to her. Minnie at one stage 
had taken on the name “Day” though not legally married until 1913. 
Were Fred & Annie divorced sometime before then or had she died? 


Update 30" July 2013: Frederick and Minnie’s British Marriage 
Certificate of 1913 lists Frederick as a widower, so at first glance it 
would seem Anne Marian Day must have died sometime between 1898 
(the last recorded mention of Anne Day in the newspapers) and 1913. 


However, the New South Wales Registry of Births, Deaths and 
Marriages has the death of Annie “Marie” Howard, daughter of James 
and Hephzibah, recorded as occurring in the year 1946. Though the 
middle name is not quite right, (Marie instead of Marian) it would 
appear this is Frederick’s wife. 


In addition, a document from the Sydney Council Archives shows a 
survey taken in 1927 which has an Annie Marian Day living as a tenant 
ina 4-room residence. The fact that she is mentioned as the tenant 
would generally indicate she wasn’t married or living with a husband at 
the time. 


Is it possible Frederick conveniently married Minnie in England listing 
himself as a widower knowing it would be difficult to check from the 
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other side of the world? A question still to be answered as at 30" July 
2013 but from all relevant documents to hand now, it appears we must 
conclude that Frederick was not a widower when he married Minnie in 
1913 and was in fact still legally married to Annie Marian Day. - CG 


“They were married in England, (Referring of course to his “2"” wife 
Minnie, this took place on 9" December 1913, this was the last 
marriage of the “Day children”), had one son, Fred who was killed in 
World War |." (Fred was killed in action in France and appears to have 
been their only child. 


Interestingly one newspaper notice calls him “Bunny” which is also the 
nick name apparently given to Cecilia Day’s son James White, (my 
grandfather — CG) as mentioned in David Mowat’s notes on Cecilia Day. 


Frederick Phillips Day left England for Australia on January 20, 1886. A 
quote about his wife from an 1894 William Day letter: “It is making us 
very uneasy about him, - If what he says (is true) (and sends enclosures 
in his last letter to verify his statements), his wife must be a very 
disreputable person, He certainly has made a sad mistake in his choice 
of a wife! The future aspect is anything but encouraging." 


The question here is- to which wife is William referring to? 


By 1894 Fred had been married for 4 years to Anne Marian Howard, 
however this was the year Fred (Jr.) was born so he may have been 
referring to Minnie Neighbour as his wife by this time. 


This seems unlikely, however. Why would Fred make disparaging 
remarks about his ‘new love’ Minnie to his father? More likely William 
here is referring to concerns about Fred’s 1° wife Anne Marian Howard. 


To speculate — Fred letting William know how disreputable she was 
may have been an attempt to justify his leaving her for Minnie!) 


The following pages contain excerpts extracted from various historic Australian 
newspaper sources in relation to Frederick Phillips Day and his family: 


7 Western Mail (Perth, WA: 1885 - 1954) Friday 19 February 1897 


: At the Police Court this morning a young woman named Minnie Day was charged with 
_ soliciting prostitution. 


: Sergt. Sellinger deposed that accused accosted him last evening. He was in plain clothes at the; 
time, and he arrested the woman. At the police station she cried bitterly, and said that she was 
: forced to her present mode of life by a man with whom she lived and had kept for the last six 
: years. From what witness had learned he did not think accused was to blame. The man was 

also arrested, and would be charged with being an idle and disorderly person without visible 
: means. The pair kept a cool drink shop at the end of Hunt street. The Bench, under the 
circumstances, discharged the accused, after cautioning accused not to appear before the court : 
: again. 


: Henry Philip Day, 30 years of age, was then charged with an idle and disorderly person, 
without lawful means. 


The name and age in this article doesn’t fully match — It should be 
Frederick Phillips Day, age 35. There could be several reasons for the 
discrepancy: 


e Fred may have given the police the wrong details — it certainly 
would have been harder to verify accuracy in outback WA in 
those days. 


e It could be just a typographical error by the newspaper itself. 


e It may also be the case that this article doesn’t refer to Frederick 
Phillips Day at all. 


The last possibility would seem to be the least likely. For one thing, the 
name and age are very close, the surname certainly matches, the 
middle name is close and only his first name is different. His trade as a 
painter matches, as does his ultimate address, Perth, the capital of WA. 


He had been in the colony for 14 months which would seem to work 
with his timeline — WA of course at that time was a separate colony to 
the colony he had first settled after travelling from England — New South 
Wales. Federation into the Commonwealth of Australia was still 4 years 
away. 


The fact that he had been living with a woman for around 6 years also 
matches the timeline, and of course the name of that woman is Minnie 
Day who Fred admits to passing off as his wife. 


Their propensity to land themselves in trouble with the law is also an 
indication this article refers to “our” Frederick Day. 


Another aspect to consider is that Annie Day is quoted a year or so later 
in June 1898 as saying that her husband had been living off the 
prostitution of Minnie Neighbour. (See 1898 newspaper articles below). 


The article continues 


Sergeant Bellinger deposed that the accused had been for about four Weeks in 
Coolgardie, and according to his own admission had not done a stroke of work 
during that time. The woman, with whom, he lived had stated that he 
‘compelled’ her to lead an immoral life. 


People living in the locality had heard accused abusing the woman for not giving 
him sufficient money. Accused brought money with him from Perth. He was a 
painter by trade. 


Constable Sullivan deposed to arresting the accused. Witness asked him what 
he was doing, and he replied that he had a place of business in Hunt street. 
Accused admitted that he had been in Coolgardie a month and had done no 
work. Witness had been informed that accused had been living with a woman, 
during which time the latter had kept him by immoral conduct. 


Accused gave evidence in his own behalf. He deposed that he had been in the 
colony 14 months, and had worked at his trade in Perth. He had £59 when he 
came to Coolgardie, with which he started a little shop, selling cool drinks, 
which returned from £3 10s. to £4 per week. He had sought work and had been 
told that things were very bad and had been warned to be careful for whom he 
worked. He was up every morning of his life looking for work and had arranged 
to see a man that day about work at the 25 Mile. 


By Mr. Sellinger: He had been living with a woman for six years and had 
supported her. He was unaware that she obtained money by immoral practices. 
He did not remember her seeking police protection from him at Perth. He might 
have told the constable that she was his wife. The Bench (to accused) :"You are 
discharged this time." 


The West Australian - 21st May 1897 
POLICE INTELLIGENCE. THE CITY COURT. THURSDAY, MAY 20. 
(Before Mr. George Randell, J.P.) 


CLAIMING A HUSBAND.- Minnie Neighbour, a single woman, proceeded against Mrs. Annie 
Day for having used abusive language towards her. Mrs. Day laid a similar charge against 
Minnie Neighbour. From the evidence it appeared that the trouble took place on Friday 
last, and that Mrs. Day's husband was the cause of it. 


Minnie Neighbour stated that F. P. Day lived at her place, and that Mrs. Day came to the 
house and demanded him, calling her a “cow”." Miss Neighbour admitted that she had a 
child four years of age, of whom Day was the father. 


Mrs. Day said that her husband left her about two years ago, and she desired to find him 
for the purpose of compelling him to maintain her. When she went to Neighbour's house 
and asked for her husband she was greeted by the former with a denial and much bad 
language. Minnie Neighbour was fined £1 (or seven days). The charge against the other 
woman was dismissed. 


It seems by 1897 the continuing dispute between Minnie Neighbour and 


Annie Day had even inspired some verse in the local newspapers. Using 
a play on the names Minnie Neighbour & Annie Day (any day) the 
following report appeared: 


Daily News — Perth 21st May 1897 — Column — Points by Needle 


Mrs. Annie Day and Miss Minnie Neighbor had a matinee in court yesterday, when each 
charged the other with having made use of abusive language. 


Minnie had to pay £1, and the case against Annie was dismissed. 
At times when women fight with tongue, 

How they enjoy their labors; 

So now, be careful, any day 


You'll have too 'minnie neighbors.’ 


The Perth Enquirer & Commercial News - 28th May 1897 


DOMESTIC TROUBLES. Considerable amusement was 
caused in the Perth Police Court yesterday when Mrs. Annie Day was proceeded against 
by Miss Minnie Neighbour for alleged abusive language. There was also a cross 
summons, in which Minnie Neighbour, alias Mrs. Day, was charged with the same 
offence against Mrs. Annie Day. Mr. Barker appeared for Miss Neighbour, and Mr. 
Smith for Mrs. Day. Annie Neighbor (It appears the newspaper has confused Annie with 
Minnie here) said that she was a boarding-house keeper. 


On Friday last Mrs. Day (Annie) came to her place and said, 'Where is my husband, you 
____cow,' and she rushed past her into the house. The witness then went for a 
policeman. (To Mr. Smith) : She knew Mr. Day in New South Wales, and had given birth 
to a child to him four years ago. The child was now living with her in Perth. (This child of 
course is Fred Day (Jr.) who was killed in action 18 years later in France during WWI). 
Day was simply a boarder at her place. She never knew Mrs. Day before. (If Minnie 
claimed that Fred was “simply” a boarder, it appears to be a case of being a little 
economical with the truth! - CG) 


Annie Day stated that she was the wife of F. P. Day. Since her (Mrs. Day's) marriage, 
Minnie Neighbour had obtained from her husband an order for 6s. 6d. a week for the 
maintenance of an illegitimate child. She came over here with the view of finding her 
husband, and getting an order for her support from him, as she was too delicate to 
work. On applying to the last witness's neighbors she was informed that Mrs. Day lived 
next door. She went next door, and asked, 'Does Mr. Day live here?’ She was told that 
he did not. In answer to the question 'Does Fred Day live here?’ Miss Neighbour gave 
her an emphatic 'No,' and slammed the door in her face, at the same time using most 
disgusting language. 


Minnie Neighbour knew her previously as the wife of Day. (To Mr. Barker): She had 
never left her husband. He last left her nearly two years ago, and she had been working 
for her living ever since. Mrs. Hunler, who was with Mrs. Day on Friday last, 
corroborated her evidence as to what occurred on that date. 


The bench dismissed the case against Mrs. Day, and ordered Minnie Neighbour to pay a 
fine of £1, in default seven days imprisonment 


Fred and Minnie’s previous run-ins with the law over prostitution didn’t 
seem to curtail the practice, going by the following report some months 
after her first arrest for prostitution in the West Australian gold mining 
town of Coolgardie. 


This time the arrest occurred in Perth, the state capital. Interestingly 
this is the 1* recorded instance of Minnie going by the name Brown, 
perhaps her “working” name? 


The Inquirer and Commercial News — Perth 3° December 1897 


Solicitation — Minnie Brown (alias Neighbor) was ordered to pay a fine 
of 40s and costs for having solicited prostitution in a public place viz. 
Murray street. 


Mr. Roe, in giving his decision said that he was disgusted with the 
evidence given by a man named Frederick Day, who testified that the 
accused was his housekeeper. 


He did not give it the slightest credence, and he believed that Day was 
profiting by Minnie Brown’s prostitution. 


Daily Perth news — 6th June 1898 
A FEMALE FEUD. 
ENEMIES FOR YEARS. 


At the City Court this morning, before Messrs. Quinlan and Saw, J.P.'s, 

Annie Day was charged by Minnie Neighbor with having wilfully damaged the 
window of a shop in Hay-street west. Mr. Haynes prosecuted, and Mr. Smith 
defended. 


The prosecutrix stated that after midnight on Monday she was disturbed by a 
bang at the door, She aroused a girl who was with her, and drew back the shop 
window-blind. Outside they saw the defendant with two other women and a 
man. The defendant then hurled a stone against the window, breaking it, and 
causing damage to the extent of £15. Cross-examination elicited the facts that 
Phillip Day, the defendant's husband, was close at hand, he having just bid 
farewell for the night to Neighbor. 


The old feud between the women had originated in New South Wales, from 
whence Day and Neighbor came to Perth. Mrs. Day followed them, and court 
proceedings had already taken place here, the present defendant being 
successful. Minnie Neighbor was then living with Day, but she stated that she had 
since left him. He now visited her twice a week to make payments in respect of 
their illegitimate child. Neighbor had been before the Perth court for a further 
offence. 


A girl named Mary Rose was called for the prosecution. Constable Richardson 
said that at about 1 o'clock in the morning he was attracted by the shouts of one 
woman and the sobbing of another. Arriving at a shop opposite the Olde 
Englyshe Fayre, he found Mrs. Day almost in hysterics and exclaiming, "Oh, my 
God! I wish | could die now. That woman has taken away my husband, and he is 
now living on her prostitution." 


The husband insisted on him taking his wife into custody. All the parties were 
then brought to the police station. For the defence, an independent witness who 
was passing said that the impression that he formed was that the defendant 
broke the window by accident, Mrs. Day was being hustled out by Neighbor 

and Day. The defendant gave a similar version. 


The bench said that it was sorry to find that the evidence was against the 
defendant, and directed her to pay 5s.fine, six guineas damages, and costs. Mr. 
Quinlan added that if Day were a man he would pay the amount. 


The West Australian — 7th June 1898. 


DESTRUCTION OF A WINDOW - Annie Day was charged with having willfully damaged a window, the 
property of Minnie Neighbour, by throwing a stone through it. 


The defendant, sworn, said that her husband had been living with the prosecutrix. As witness passed 
the shop prosecutrix was standing at her door, and made an objectionable remark to witness. She 
raised her umbrella and was pushed by her husband, who was with the prosecutrix at the time. She 
denied having thrown a stone. 


Mirs. Day was fined 5s and costs, and ordered to pay the estimated amount of the damage, £6 6s., 
within seven days; in default, 14 days imprisonment. 


Friday 10 June 1898 - The Inquirer & Commercial News (Perth, WA) 


(Before Messrs. T. F. Quinlan and C. A.Saw, J.P.'s.) 


Women's Hatred. — Minnie Neighbor and Annie Day renewed their old feud, the latter being 
charged with having damaged the window of Neighbor's shop in Hay-street west. 


The prosecutrix and a girl belonging to the shop swore to having seen the defendant throw a stone 
through the window after midnight on Monday. Constable Richardson said that when he came upon 
the scene he found Mrs. Day almost in hysterics, and exclaiming between her fits of sobbing “My 
God, | wish | could die now! That woman has taken away my husband, and he is living on her 
prostitution.” 


Philip Day was present, and he requested the constable to lock his wife up. The charge was entered, 
and the defendant was released on bail. Day, Neighbor stated, was not living with her now, but 
contributed to the support of their illegitimate child. The defendant was employed as a waitress. 


The prosecutrix made several admissions damaging to her moral character. The defendant and a 
witness who happened to be passing contended that the window was broken through 

Mrs. Day putting her umbrella through it while trying to defend herself from her husband and 
Neighbor. 


The bench, with much reluctance, found that the evidence was against the defendant, and fined her 
5s., besides giving her a week in which to pay six guineas damages and the costs of the case; in 
default, 14 days’ imprisonment. 


Mr.Quinlan remarked that if Day were a man he would pay the fine. 


Daily News Perth — 18th November 1901. 


DAY'S NIGHT OUT. A SOLDIER AND CHUTE. 


Frederick Day and Minnie Day, Husband and wife, and Alice Chute, sister of Mrs. M. 
Day, were charged with fighting in the street. Day has lately returned from South 
Africa, where he has been soldiering, and had been accompanied by his wife. 


Mr. Vyner appeared for the defendants, and pleaded guilty. Constable Walker 
deposed to finding the accused fighting in Aberdeen street on Saturday night. When 
he went up Alice Chute made a hit at him. She was the worst of the three. 


To Mr. Vyner: | didn't say to Mrs. Chute, ‘I've got you at last. I've been waiting for you 
a long time.’ Mrs. Chute was under the influence of liquor. | know nothing about Day 
just having returned from South Africa. Mr. Vyners Day has just returned, sir, from 
South Africa. He was wounded, and is now getting a pension. As a welcome home, 
they had a bit of a jollification. Mr. Roe: A very poor wind up, Day, to your good 
conduct at the war. 


Chute will be fined 40s., and Day mid his wife 10s. each. 
19th November 1901 — The West Australian 


Alice Chute, Minnie Day, and Frederick Day were also charged with fighting in 
Aberdeen street, and pleaded guilty by their counsel, Mr. Vyner. They had had a 
family "jollification," which ended in a family row. The police evidence showed that 
the male prisoner had struck the women during the melee. Chute was fined 40s, and 
Day and his wife 10s. 


24th November 1901 — West Australian Sunday Times 


It is bad when the Jingo mania enters into private families and sets them to war on a small scale. 
Mr. and Mrs. Day and this lady's sister, Alice Chute, were fined at the police court on Monday for 
fighting in the public streets during the course of a "celebration" in honor of Day's return from the 
war in South Africa 


The preceding articles introduce to us Alice Chute, who was Minnie Day’s 
sister. 


Alice, along with her husband James Chute and brother-in-law Charles 
Neilsen (Husband of Minnie’s younger sister Louisa, and who died in an 
accident involving a horse-drawn cart colliding with a tree in 1926) seems to 
have been even more inclined than Minnie her sister to get herself in trouble 
with the law several news articles from the time attest. 


Minnie’s sister, Alice Chute died aged only 28 in 1904 from a brain abscess. 


The last known court appearance for either Minnie or Frederick was for 
Minnie alone in 1903: 


Perth Daily News — 22 July 1903. 
FEROCIOUS COCKER SPANIEL. 


At the City Court, before Messrs. Walter, acting P.M, and Hymus and Stirling, J.P., 
Mrs. Minnie Day was charged with being the keeper of a ferocious dog. 


The Defendant: Your worships, this is the dog; Come here Dodger (and a pretty cocker 


spaniel jumped up).... : Mounted Constable Poyser said that as he was riding along 
the defendant's dog rushed at his horse and bit it on the knee. The defendant said 
that she had owned the dog for 10 months, and no one had ever complained about it. 


The West Australian 23rd July 1903. 


To Dog Fanciers.- Minnie Day was fined 2s. 6d. and costs for keeping a 
ferocious dog, which had run out of the defendant's shop, and snapped at 
P.C. Poysee's horse's heels. The “ferocious dog” appeared in Court, and 
sustained the character of a playful pup. 


It’s interesting to speculate that there’s a connection between the death of 
Minnie’s sister Alice in 1904 and the fact there appear to be no news articles 
relating to either Minnie or Fred Day after Alice’s death. 


Did Alice’s early death have a sobering effect on Fred & Minnie? 


David Mowat does mention that William Day wondered if his son Frederick 
would ever settle down but by 1909 was pleased he seemed to have 
established himself as a successful painting contractor. 


At Frederick’s death, a notice went in the newspaper for all members of the 
OPERATIVE PAINTERS & DECORATORS INDUSTRIAL UNION OF WORKERS 
attend the funeral of their “comrade”. - CG. 


In 1903 Fred was in Lagos, Africa following his service in the Boer War. 


He sent a postcard to his younger sister, (my Great-grandmother — CG) Cecilia 
in London. 


e 
| R 
HD 
eee 
ie 
| . 


Transcript of this card: 


Lagos, W.C. Africa — 15" June 1903 
Celia, 


This is the only decent view of Lagos which I can get. As soon as | can get 
something better | will send you it. Hope you received my letter last mail. 
With love to all. Yours, Fred. 


True to his word a few weeks later he sent the following postcard: 


Transcript: 


Lagos W.C. Africa — 5‘ August 1903 
Dear Celia, 


Thanks very much for your welcome letter received last mail. It was 
a real treat to hear from you. How do you like this card. It will give 
you some idea of our dusky beauties in this part of the world. Three 
months today since I landed in Lagos, and by the time you receive 
this it will be four. Shall not be at all sorry when my 12 months are 
up. | have played tennis, and very little cricket. We have so little time 
to ourselves. Had a jolly fine photograph of Lill last mail, an 
enlargement by Harry Giles. | heard from old Lot too. Will write you 
next mail. Love to all at home, your affectionate brother Fred. 


Although William frequently mentions Fred in Australia and South 
Africa, the only other reference to Fred's family is in a 1914 letter, 
where he says Fred's son is “now nearly 20.” He was killed in France in 
the War, July 1916. (There is a photo of him in Olive Mowat's things.) 


It appears Fred & Minnie only ever had one child, Fred (Jr). As previously 
noted, sadly, Fred Jr. was killed in action in Pozieres, France between 


July 22” and July 25", 1916. 


Fred Jr. travelled with his parents Frederick and Minnie to England just 
prior to the outbreak of World War I. On the passenger list of the 
“Otranto” for their return to Western Australia in February 1914 his 
name is listed as Frederick P. Neighbour. 


Frederick and Minnie were married in England just before leaving 
England so why is he listed as Fred Neighbour? Hard to answer now, but 
as his parents weren’t married prior to their trip his legal name was no 
doubt Neighbour as his passport would have been under that name too. 
This idea is supported by the fact that Minnie also went by the name 
Minnie Neighbour on her return trip although of course by this stage 
she was just married. When Fred Jr. enlisted into the army the following 
year, he went by the name Fred Day. 


His military records reveal some details about his short life. Fred (Jr) 
listed his trade as a signwriter when he enlisted in 1915. He listed his 
religion as Roman Catholic. His rank was Corporal in the 11" Battalion 
of the Australian Imperial Forces at his death recorded as taking place 


when he was 22 years and 4 months old. He had attended the Christian 
Brothers school in Perth. 


Christian Brothers College, informally known as CBC Perth or The 
Terrace was an Independent school for boys situated on St Georges 
Terrace in the centre of Perth, Western Australia. The college opened in 
January 1894 and was the second high school (1894) and the second 
boarding school (1896) in Western Australia. 


Fred Junior’s military papers went on to record that he had been trained 
in music, and was an all-round athlete. The following death notice was 
printed in a Perth newspaper in 1916: 


The West Australian — 28 Aug 1916 — Fred Day — Killed in Action 


KILLED IN ACTION. DAY.-Between July 22 and 25.- Killed in action, in France, 
Corporal Fred Day (Bunny), aged 22 years, dearly beloved son of F. and M. Day, 
of Perth. His duty nobly done. Thy will be done. 


DAY.-Killed in action, in France, between July 22 and 25, Corporal Fred Day 
(Bunny), beloved nephew of A. and E. Pateman, aged 22 years. His duty nobly 
done, so dearly loved, So sadly missed, Thy will be done. 


DAY. - Killed in action, in France, between July 22 and 25, Corporal Fred Day 
(Bunny), beloved nephew of C. and L. Nielsen, aged 22 years. His duty nobly 
done, so dearly loved, Our homes are sad without thee. Gone, but not 
forgotten. 


Photo of Fred Day as it appeared in a 1916 West Australian newspaper under 
the heading “W.A. Soldiers Who Have Done Their Bit” 


Frederick Phillips Day fought in the Boer War (1902), hurt his back when 
his horse was shot out from under him. He was in the “Imperial Light 
Horse”. 


From the Angloboerwar.com website the following image from the 
Imperial Light Horse Roll shows F.P. Day’s Trooper Number was 1350 
and that he served in the 1* Battalion of the South African unit of the 
Light Horse Brigade. This entry also shows that he was pensioned due to 
his injuries suffered during that war as David Mowat notes in the 
preceding paragraph: 


After leaving South Africa, he went back to Australia and settled in or 
near Perth. In 1906 he wrote from Perth that his hair was greying. 


William worried that Fred would never settle down: "At last - " Fred was 
a painting contractor (hotels and houses in Western Australia), 1909. By 
1914 he owned land near Perth and was taking large contracts, 
including for the government. 


Fred liked to go fishing; this is mentioned in several of William’s letters, 
1909 and 1912. When he came to England in May, 1913 on the Oriana, 
he went with his brother Jim to fish in the Hampstead Heath Ponds in 
North London. 


Interestingly, William Day never made any entries for Frederick Phillips 
Day on the family tree except details of his birth. No mention of any 
marriage or the birth of his grandson Fred Day. 


Fred died aged 65 at his residence at 7 Money Street, Perth on 6” 
September, 1927 and was buried at the Anglican Cemetery, Karrakatta 
in W.A. 


Fred was survived by his wife Minnie. Minnie may have died ina WA 
Nursing Home in 1961 but so far this has not been able to be confirmed 
beyond doubt. 


She was still alive in 1937 and living in Newcastle Street, just around the 
corner from the previous family home in Money Street, where she was 
living when she placed an “In memoriam” notice in a Perth newspaper 
in honour of her son Fred. This appears to be the last newspaper notice 
for him, although they appear every year before that from 1916 
onward. 


On 12" December, 1950 a Newspaper notice appears giving notice of 


transfer of land at 7 Money Street, Perth in the name of Minnie Day, 
Widow so we know she was still living in Perth at this time. 


6. Charles James Day (Charlie) 


SHREWSBURY. 


Charles Day: — Portrait circa 1910 (Left) & before 1891 in Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire (Right) 


Born 10 May 1864, Shrewsbury, Shropshire — Died December 6, 1937, 
Honolulu, Hawaii. 


Listed as age 6 in the 1871 Baschurch census. He is not there for the 
1881 census. He was probably in Shrewsbury, working as a 
greengrocer's apprentice. — DM 


(Exactly right, the 1881 Census has him listed as living with the Harper 
family in Shrewsbury, Shropshire as their grocer’s apprentice - CG). 


Hamlin Day, Charles James Day’s grandson, has a Greengrocer’s 
Apprentice slip for him, "Stamp Date" 6/71 recorded. “C.J. Day April 23, 
1881, Rec'd sum of _ # April: 23, 1879 indenture signed." This would 
put him. in Shrewsbury, 1879-1881. 


Married Mary Ann (Marian) Jones, daughter of Andrew and Ann Jones 
of Nill Green Farm, near Baschurch and Weston Lullingfield, Shropshire, 
at St. Mary's Church, Islington, N. London, shortly before they came to 
Hawaii. 
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82. Marriage solemnized at 


Marriage Certificate of Charles James Day & Mary Ann (Marian) Jones, 
interestingly it also contains the signatures of my great, great grandfather 
William Day and great grandmother Cecilia Day as their witnesses. - CG 


Marian lived to the ripe old age of 99 and from David Mowat’s 
recollection Grandma Day (Mary Ann aka Marian) was known to speak 
English to her family, Welsh to the chickens, and Hawaiian Pidgin to the 


hired help! 


Mary Ann (Marian) Day (nee Jones) 


They had 3 children: Vera Marian, born 1893, Olive Margaret, born 
1895, and Kenneth Charles William, born 1899, all in Honolulu. 
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Excerpt from William Day’s family tree detailing the birth of his 3 Hawaiian 


grandchildren between 1893 and 1899 and marriage to Mary Ann (Marian) 
Jones in 1892. 


Charles Day and family circa 1902. 


(Parents Charles & Mary Ann (Marian) Day and children L to R-— Kenneth 
Charles William Day, Vera Marian Day and Olive Margaret Day). 


All three children were sent off to England for ‘a proper education’. 
They returned to Hawaii from time to time, but the bulk of their 
schooling was in England. All three maintained some degree of an 
English accent throughout their lives - DM. 


Vera Marian Day — 1918 


Vera Marian Day: Vera Day’s nephew David Day Mowat recalls “Vera 
Marian Day ("Auntie Vee" to my generation) was a much loved and 
respected family member — she taught 5th grade with a firm hand for 
many years at Punahou, a large independent school in Honolulu. The 
sort of teacher who was both feared and worshipped...” 


— David Mowat himself went on to teach at the same school for an even 
longer period — some 33 years! - CG 


Olive Margaret Day 


Olive Margaret Day: Taught at the Honolulu Normal School (teachers' 
preparation school) for several years - preparing "local" teachers to 
teach “proper” English. At that time, and clear up to Statehood in 1959, 
Hawaii had a dual Public-School system - "English Standard", and "not." 
In Honolulu, there was only one English standard public high school, 
plus lower-level elementary schools that fed it. Olive wrote the book 
“Synopsis of English Sounds” to assist in this teaching. Olive married Jan 
Mowat and had 2 children Joan and David. She died in 1981 in Hillsboro, 
Oregon, and was buried in the Day family plot in Honolulu, Hawaii. 


A quote from my mother, Olive Day Mowat's reminiscences: 


"My father was another interesting character. He was trained to bea 
minister, but his tutors gave him the wrong set of books, so he could 
not take the examination and would have to wait until the next year. He 


could not do this, so he and Mother were married in London, and he 
accepted a job in Honolulu with Theo H. Davies Company. He loved 
Honolulu but I don't think Mother did. It was full of missions which he 
immediately joined, and for the rest of his life he divided his time 
between the businesses and the missions. He loved it, and felt he had 
no mistake in his move, but he did not keep his place at Davies long. 
They told him he was too polite and let him go because of it. 


"He joined the May Company and then decided to go into his own 
business across the street. Their best customers followed him. Every 
night he would go over to the May Co. and keep their books. He did 
very well and made plenty of money and gave most of it to the 
missions. We lived well but frugally. | don't think Mother thought much 
of this for she often said to me later that if Father had not spent the 
money on missions, | would have been well off now, but this was his 
life. Nothing else mattered much. "Father had several hobbies. 
Beekeeping was one of them, so every morning he would attend to the 
bees and then jump into a cold bath, then fly to the bus for town. He 


did everything in a hurry. | think he drove Mother crazy a lot of the 


time, but they were a devoted couple: and everything was all right." 


Kenneth Charles William Day (standing), wife Frances and son Hamlin — circa 
1927. 


Kenneth Day: Worked in the family store C.J. Day & Co. Groceries, and 
ran it after his father’s death in 1937. C.J. Day & Co lasted until 1943, 
when because of the War, Ken Day could no longer get the imported 
English delicacies and specialty grocery items that the store had made 
its name on. 


Later, Kenneth Day went to work at Hester May Candy Co., which was 
successful in that they made candy locally, while the wartime supply 
from the mainland was limited. 


Kenneth was for 2 years the administrator of the Shingle Memorial 
Hospital on the island of Molokai. At the time, it was owned by the 
Episcopal Church, and in need of capable financial management. He 
turned it around financially, and eventually it became Molokai 
Community Hospital. 


Kenneth also for a time worked in sales for the Medical Supply section 
of Gazprom, Hawaiian Gas Products Co. 


C. J. Day and Co., the grocery store, was at 1060 Fort street in 

downtown Honolulu. An October 1901 letter from C. J.’s mother, Mary 
Anne, comments on their "profitable business:": "How do you manage 
absolute safety, as you do not sleep on the business premises?" — This 
must have been one of her last letters as she died the following month. 
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C.J. Day & Co. store, downtown Honolulu circa 1920 


G. J. Day & Co. 


FINE GROCERIES 


P. O. Box 678 
Phone 344] 


Left: A 1922 Newspaper advertisement for C.J. Day & Co. No doubt the Ceylon 
tea would have come from his brother Herbert, a professional tea merchant. 


Right: Fort Street, Honolulu, early 1900's. looking towards the sea. C.J. Day & 
Co is next to the 2nd car on the right 


When the children were very little, the Days lived on Prospect Street, 
Honolulu. One postcard to them is addressed to them at "corner of 
Hackfield (now Emerson — street was renamed) and Prospect St." They 
called this home the “little white house”. 


From there they moved to the Kalihi property, 1104 Kalihi Street, 
Honolulu. This remained in the family until 1953, when it was sold and 
subdivided. The street that goes into the subdivision now is named 
“Day Place.” It is directly across Kalihi Street from Farrington High 
School. 


A note from David Mowat in 2007: “At Kalihi, I remember 
Grandpa's chickens and bees, which they kept after he died in 1937; 


but I don't remember the cow, which he bought for Grandma because 


she missed her cows in England. There was one main house, 2 cottages 


and numerous sheds and other outbuildings. Later, Vera lived in one 


of the cottages. 


Time took its toll on the place however; Termites were taking over. 
Grandma was getting forgetful, a symptom maybe of advancing age, 
so in the early 1950's Kalihi was sold and developed into a several- 
house subdivision. Grandma came to live with us (Olive) for a while, 
then Ken, and eventually to a fine care home, where she passed away 
in 1963 at 99. The Kalihi neighborhood now is semi-industrial, 
coupled with low-income housing - Unrecognizable from the "early 


days," but somehow I still feel very much at home in the area...” 


Another note from David Day Mowat in 2007 speaking about 
Charles Day and C.J. Day & Co., “Grandpa's” Grocery Store: 


After emigrating from England in the 1890's, he worked first for a 
British firm, then for a local Grocery, then started his own. It was 
in central downtown Honolulu, and specialized in fancy, quality 
groceries and English imported delicacies along with imported tea 
from his brother Herbert in Ceylon (now Sri Lanka). They also 


made home deliveries! The store also sold Charles Day’s own 
farm fresh eggs. Charles Day was a pioneer in the introduction of 
beekeeping to the Islands of Hawaii and as you would expect his 
own home-produced honey was a specialty of the store. 


During WWII, they could no longer obtain the "heart" of the 
business, English imports, plus the marketing scene was 
changing, so they closed in 1943. (After C.J.'s death in 1937, son 
Kenneth Day ran it). There's a Burger King on the store site 


Earlier, one of the store's customers was Queen Liliuokalani, who 
was deposed in 1893, but lived on until 1917, still considered to 
be Queen by many. She shopped regularly, but habitually forgot 
to pay her bills. So, Uncle Ken, a charmer even as a teenager, 
would go once a year to her home, charm her for a while, then 
politely remind her, whereupon she would write a check 
immediately... He was always good with people 


The home of Kenneth Day and family during the years from 1939 to 
1964 was a residence at 2703 Terrace Drive, Honolulu (Manoa) which is 
now considered of historic significance. In a statement of significance 
to the U.S. Department of the Interior the property is noted as” being 
significant for its association with the development of Manoa Valley as 
one of the most desirable neighborhoods in Hawaii and as an unusual 
example of a Neo-classical style cottage in Hawaii.” 


The statement goes on to make mention of some of the history of the 
house and also refers to Kenneth & Frances Day’s association with the 
residence: 


“In 1939, Kenneth and Frances Day bought the house and lived there 
for 25 years. Kenneth Day was the son of C.J. Day, founder of the C.J. 
Day and Company Kamaaina Gourmet Food Store on 1060 Fort St. The 
store opened in 1901 with Kenneth joining his father in the family 
business in 1916. Famous people from all over the world were 
customers. Queen Liliuokalani was a frequent customer, even keeping 
an account there. Kenneth Day closed his company after 27 years in 
1943, during World War Il. 


Kenneth Day was also a member of the Board of Directors of lolani 
School and a director of First Federal Savings. 


During the war, Frances Day ran a kitchen at St. Andrew’s Cathedral and 
fed all the soldiers every Sunday and Mr. Day built a huge bomb shelter 
on the front lawn and held regular bomb drills.” 


A letter written from England in 1902 was addressed to P.O. Box 372, 
Honolulu. A 1906 letter has the address P.O. Box 678. This number 
stayed in the family until 1981, after Kenneth's death. Charles James 
Day had bought property in Pearl City by 1908 to be used as a 
weekend/holiday home for many years. This was on the Peninsula at 
Pearl Harbor and was taken over by the navy when World War II began, 
there were three houses on the property. Two of them burned in 1940 
and were replaced in 1940-41, just before the war started 


The family took one of their vacation trips to the volcano on Hawaii in 
1908. A June 1913 letter mentions Oka and Mori working for them. A 
few items culled from William Day's letters about Marian (Mary Ann’s) 
family, Charles and Mary Ann's children, their travels and education in 
England: 


The first trip to England was in 1903. Mary Ann travelled with Vera, 
Olive and Kenneth. Olive was at Nill Green (the Jones family farm in 
Shropshire) with Vera and Ken for her 8th birthday, June 21, 1903. 


Olive spent her 9th birthday (1904) with Marian’s (Mary Ann) sister, 
Sarah Steer, at Stokesay. 169 Sea View Road, Liscard, Cheshire. 


The second England trip was in 1909-10. A letter says that she (Marian) 
would stay until after Christmas, to oversee Ken's education. (A 
passenger manifest shows Olive, along with her brother, sister and 
mother left Hawaii for England on April 26, 1910) 


Mary Ann (Marian) had stock in the "Mold Gas and Water Company," 
England. 


In March 1909 Sarah Steer wrote William in London for £25 from Mary 
Ann (Marian) Jones (Hawaii) account to help her brother Tom Jones of 
Nill Green over hard times. 


The farm Nill Green was sold about 1909. (Incidentally it is still [in 2013] 
an operating dairy farm). 


An 1894 letter to C.J. from. William in London: "We heard Marian that 
your brother John (Jones) was about to be married. | expect Tom (your 


brother) will have been fortunate enough to get all his corn in 
favourably." 


From William's letter to C.J Day in Honolulu, November 1910: 


(Marian would stay til after Christmas to oversee the children’s 
education) "It was a very great mistake to have sent Vera and Olive to 
that Wembley School without having first seen it. | wish you had 
mentioned it to me ere they came; And | should have recommended; 
without hesitation; the Hiatt College at Wellington. But there, it is well 
now as it is. Marian sent me Miss Skinner's 


letter which she sent to you to peruse. She endeavours to make out a 
case for herself. It sounds well on paper: but it is quite evident - she 
intended to build up her school on your money. She had no teachers 
and | consider; that Vera and Olive were sacrificed during their stay at 
Wembley and did not gain one iota of good." 


April 1912. Vera and Olive are going to the same school (Hiatt) in 
England, Ken to a different one. 


Dave Mowat offers this later clarification: "Different" refers to 
Elleray Park School, Wallasey, Cheshire... (Apparently Elleray 
Park School is still operating at the same location -- now limited to 
Special Needs students (Asperger’s, Autism) 


November 1912. Vera planning on going to Maria Grey Training College 
for Lady Teachers at Brondesbury; a half-hour ride from Highbury 
station. 


October 1914: Ken is at a "new school." Olive and Vera still in school. 


Olive passed her music. (theory and practice) exam in 1913. 


May 1914. Olive went to "Seaford" near Newhaven, Sussex (58 miles 
from London) to "finish her education." Vera was at College, working 
toward her exams. 


The following is an excerpt from the book “The Story of Hawaii and Its 
Builders” originally published by Honolulu Star Bulletin in 1925: 


CHARLES J. DAY, Merchant. Entering business life in 
Hawaii in 1892, Charles J. Day, proprietor of C. J. Day & 
Co., retail grocers, is also a director of the Mutual 
Building & Loan Association and secretary and director of 
the Hawaiian Fisheries, Ltd. 


Before engaging in business for himself in 1905, Mr. Day 
was employed in the grocery department of Henry May & 
Co., and previous to that time was with Theo H. Davies & 
Co. for about five years. 


Born in Shropshire, England, May 10, 1864, Mr. Day is the 
son of William and Mary Ann Day. He received his 
education in the private schools of Shropshire. 


Before coming to the United States he was in business at 
Crewe, Cheshire, England. He married Mary Ann Jones in 
England, March 18, 1892. They have three children, Vera 
M., Olive Margaret and Kenneth C. W. Day. Mr. Day is a 
member and was president of the Honolulu Y.M.C.A. for 
nearly two terms. 


Following the death of Charles James Day on 6" December 1937 several 
newspapers noted his death. Following are some examples: 


From the Honolulu Advertiser 8 December 1937: 


“Charles James Day went doing good work among the people with 
whom he associated. He was a church worker first and a business 
man afterward — but successful in both roles. Born in England in 1864, 
he came to Hawaii in 1892 and rapidly grew into the life of the Islands. 


Founder of the C. J. Day & Co., on Fort street, kamaaina grocers, he 
nevertheless found time to devote to religious work. For more than 30 
years he taught at the Japanese Episcopal Church Sunday school, and 
he was a director of the Korean Christian Institute. Wherever he could 
serve in Christian upbuilding, there he went, willingly and joyfully. 


In his death Honolulu and the Territory have lost a fine, upright, 
forthright and beloved citizen. His passing will be mourned by family 
and friends alike.” 


And this from the Honolulu Advertiser on 7" December 1937: 


“Following an illness of six weeks’ duration, Charles James Day, 1104 
Kalihi street, kamaaina resident and one of Honolulu's best known 
merchants, founder and head of C. J. Day & Co., Fort street grocers, 
and a leader in local religious circles, died at 9:55 a. m. yesterday at 
the Queen's hospital. With the Very Rev. Dean William Ault reading the 
ritual for the dead, funeral services will be held at 4:30 p.m. today in 
St. Andrew's cathedral. Burial of the ashes will take place in the Nuu- 
anu cemetery. Funeral arrangements are in charge of Williams’ 
mortuary. 


The son of William Day and Mary Ann (Jones) Day - (this is an error on 
the newspaper’s part, Mary Ann (Marian) Jones was Charles Day’s 
wife, Mary Ann Day nee Phillips was his mother - CG.), the late Mr. Day 
was born in Shrewsbury, Shropshire, England, on May 10, 1864, and 
was in his 74th year. He came to Hawaii in 1892, first being associated 
with Theo. H. Davies & Co., then with Henry May & Co. In 1901 he 
purchased the grocery business of Charles Hustace and entered into 
business for himself as C. J. Day & Co. He married Mary Ann Jones in 
England, March 18, 1892. Day spent most of his spare time in religious 
work, and such activities took him wherever he could be of service. He 
began his lay ministry at Ewa plantation, where he helped to build the 
Methodist Episcopal church, and at Pearl City peninsula, where he 
worked among the Hawaiians. For more than 30 years he taught at the 
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Japanese Methodist Episcopal church Sunday school. He also worked 
with the young people's group at the Beretania Chinese church. He 
was a director of the Korean Christian institute. 


Day was one of the five persons present at the first Easter sunrise 
service on Punchbowl in 1904. 


Other groups with which Day did religious work were the Honolulu 
YMCA, of which he was one of the early presidents; Aala Park mission, 
the Salvation Army, Oahu prison, Leahi Home and the Susannah 
Wesley home. 


Day is survived by the widow, Mrs. Mary Ann Day; three children, Miss 
Vera M. Day, Mrs. Jan Mowat and Kenneth C. W. Day, and four 
grandchildren. 


C. J. Day & Co. will close its doors Tuesday at 3pm in respect to the 
deceased.” 


Soon after Charles Day’s death, Marian Day, his wife wrote a letter from 
their home in Honolulu to Charles sister Agnes Sarah Day in London 
describing the funeral service to her: Excerpts from this letter dated 
January 14, 1938 are reproduced below: 


My Dear Aggie, 


Tam at last trying to write you a few lines just to let you know the 
respect, and honour, that was given by the people of Honolulu to your 
dear brother, and my dear husband Charles James Day, certainly 
exemplified by his life in these Islands that “A good name ts rather to be 
chosen than great riches, and loving favour rather than silver or gold”. 
(Prov 22:1) 


And further 


the Cathedral was packed with the wealthiest, and poorest of 
Honolulu, and all nationalities, Chinese, Japanese, Koreans, Filipino’s 
etc. People remarked “ There was never a man like Mr. Day in this 
community, that he was always the same, and no matter what company 
he was in, if a discharged prisoner came along, Charlie would go and 
shake hands with him, and give him a word of cheer. While I waited for 
the car the other day a Chinaman talked of Charlie’s good life, he said 
“Mr. Day was a good man, his life was straight in all he did.” 
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Charles James Day was buried along with Marian his wife (who died in 
her 100" year in 1962) in Oahu cemetery, Honolulu, Hawaii, USA. 


7. Mary Ann Phillios Day (Pollie or Poll 


Born about 1866, (19 February 1866) Shrewsbury, Shropshire. 


Listed as age 5 in the 1871 Baschurch census, and age 15 in the 1881 
census. 


The 1891 UK Census lists her occupation as an Infants Schoolteacher. 


Married Stanley __, (Charles Stanley Marvin, 4" October 1902) at age 
36, and lived in Oswestry, near Shrewsbury. — (Olive’s notes) 


Items from William Day's letters: 


1902 - She was a private nurse near Regents Park and Zoological 
Garden. 


1906 - Polly kept chickens - leghorns. 


1908 - Was living with Stanley at 62 York Street, Rugby. 


The UK 1911 Census reveals Stanley was an Engineering Clerk with an 
Electrical Works in 1911 and he and Polly were both still living at 62 
York Street, Rugby. 


Polly died 26" June 1932, aged 66. According to the probate notice she 
left over £645 to Stanley who was a clerk at the time. Stanley died some 
3 years later aged 62. The 1911 census shows they had no children and 
there’s no record they ever had any. 


She was buried at the Day family plot in Highgate Cemetery, London. 


8. Frank Hume Few Day 


Born Tuesday, 1° October 1867 at 1:24am, Baschurch, Shropshire 
(Baschurch parish records, 1857-1931. Shire Hall, Shrewsbury) 


Baptized in the house on 8" November 1867 at 5:30pm. 


Christened Sunday July 1868 Baschurch. 


Listed as age 3 in 1871 (born 1 October 1867) Baschurch census. Not 


listed in the 1881 census. (He died 3 July 1873 at 5 years of age, sadly 
only ever included in one census — 1871). 


His stone is in the St. Andrews Churchyard, Baschurch. 


Mary Day Wilson saw it on her visit. The inscription is illegible except for 
his name. Must have died between 1871-1881. (Yes, 3” July 1873) 


9. Edith Alice Day (Edie) 


é 


Born 29" November 1868. Baschurch Shropshire. 


Baptised Dec. 27, 1868. (Baschurch church records. Baptisms 1857- 
1931. Shire Hall, Shrewsbury) 


Married Michael O’Mahony on 30" April 1890 when she was 21. (Also 
spelt O’Mahoney and pronounced O-MAH-NEE). 


They lived at Shore House, Bowmore, Islay, Scotland, where Michael 
worked as a customs officer. Michael was from Killarney, Ireland and 
married Edith in the Catholic Church in Shrewsbury, Shropshire. A 
Shropshire directory of 1895 shows they continued to live in Shropshire 
at least until 1895. 


Sometime between 1895 and 1901 Michael, Edie and young Eric moved 
to Islay, Scotland where Michael continued his career as a customs 
officer. Soon after, their 2"" son, Cian was born on 5" February 1900. 


Shore House, Bowmore, Isle Islay, Scotland 


Michael liked to golf. He was troubled with "rheumatic fever" (possibly 
gout). Would go to Buxton, Derbyshire "for the waters." 


Michael died on 23 October 1918 aged 59. 


Two children: 


Eric O’Mahony: Born 19" January 1891 — died 7" November 1959. 
Lived at Home Villa with William (my great-great grandfather — CG) 
while at school in London. Would go home to Islay for holidays. 
Wanted to be a lawyer. (Note added 10/8/2015 — It appears Eric did 
become a lawyer. He served as a soldier in World War | and his 
occupation is listed as lawyer in his military service record — CG 
18/8/2015). 


He was born before 1894 (19" January 1891 to be exact, Olive Day 
Mowat's older cousin). Eric liked golfing. fishing and boating. /t 
appears Eric never married, and at his death in 1959 his occupation 
was given as a radio dealer. From an advertisement in an old 
newspaper he appears to have at one stage run the local picture 


theatre. According to his death certificate Eric was found hanging at 
his residence at Shore House, Bowmore, Scotland, as a result of 
suicide it would be assumed. Cian his brother is noted in the death 
certificate as the informant and was a doctor in Southampton at the 
time. 


Cian (Keene) O’Mahony: Born 5" February 1900 — died 1977. A year 
younger than Kenneth Day, born about 1900. (5‘ February 1900 to 
be exact, at Ardbeg Islay, Scotland). Graduated from University of 
Edinburgh, became a doctor in England. (from Olive's notes). His 
name was also spelled Kean in one of William. Day’s letters. He 
Married Dorothy Ella Fraser September 1937, had a medical practice 
in Southampton, England for many years. They had 2 sons, Cian 
Michael & Thomas. 


Apart from the descendants of 
Charles James Day and Cecilia 
Anne White (Day) this was the 
only other branch of the family 
that seemed a possibility of 
having descendants living today. 
At first however, a search 
provided no answers. The 
question remained, what had 
happened to Cian and Eric 
O’Mahony? 


Discovering Eric O’Mahony’s 

death certificate and subsequent Cian O’Mahony pictured with his Aunt 
probate notice helped establish Agnes Day and Mother-in-law Lilian 
that Eric didn’t marry or have Fraser, circa 1937. 

children. 


Further research into Cian O’Mahony found his name in various medical 
registers and helped establish that Cian was a medical doctor with a 
practice in Southampton, England at least until 1970. In addition, 
marriage and birth registers show he married a Dorothy Ella Fraser and 
they had 2 children. 


(Interestingly, in 2008 David Mowat posed a question following a 
conversation he had with Hamlin Day whereby Hamlin reminded David 
of family talk of a Dorothy Day, who was roughly the same “vintage” as 
Olive, Vera and Kenneth (1890’s to 1980’s) and asked if this name had 
showed up in any material. No Dorothy Day has been found. However, 
by 2012 Dorothy Fraser had been “found” (1907 — 1964) who married a 
“Day” by way of Cian O’Mahony. | think it’s fair to say this “Dorothy 
Day” of “family talk” and Dorothy O’Mahony are one and the same and 
can therefore count this mystery as solved! The names of their 
children, both boys, were Cian M. (middle name unknown at the time) 
and Thomas. 


The search for further details on this branch of the family seemed to 
have come to a dead end until 2012 when an internet search for Cian 
O’Mahony found a funeral notice for a Cian Michael O’Mahony in an 
English newspaper. The birthdate contained in the June 2011 funeral 
notice corresponded with Cian M’s birthyear, so it seemed we had a 
match. 


From this notice we could ascertain his widow’s name (Rosemary), a 
location (Lancashire, England), and his profession (solicitor). Armed 
with this information, contact was made with his widow Rosemary who 
was able to provide details on their family, including the fact they had 
no children, and Cian Michael’s brother had died without any children 
either. 


This added information helps us conclude that the only living 
descendants today (2013) of William and Mary Anne Day are also 
descendants of either Charles James Day or Cecilia Anne White (Day). 


Edith O’Mahony (nee Day) died in September 1938 aged 69 in 
Southampton, England. Presumably, at the time she had been living 
with her son Dr. Cian O’Mahony. At this time (2013) we have no record 
of her burial but it’s very likely she would have been buried somewhere 
in the Southampton area. 


Born 18" April 1870, Baschurch, Shropshire. 


Baptised April 28, 1870, ("daughter of William and Mary Anne Day, 
Newtown, Schoolmaster") - (Baschurch baptisms, 1857-1931, Shire Hall, 
Shrewsbury) 


Listed as 11 months of age in 1871 Baschurch census, and 10 years of 
age in 1881 census. 


Married (Alfred) Walter Lee 22" August 1907. 


In 1906, May had duties at the Ladies School at Tollington Park. (she 
was probably living at Home Villa then) — (Most likely yes, she wasn’t 
married until the following year.) 


A 1908 letter of William Day says that May and Walter would keep 
house and keep William company when Aggie was away. They lived at 
Muswell Hill, N. London, 3 miles from Home Villa, since their marriage 
October 1908. (Not sure where this date comes from, marriage 
certificate states August 1907). 


Letter: They had left Muswell Hill, moved to a flat on Highbury Hill, (#40, 
Highbury Hill), very close to where Vera, Olive. and. Ken went to school. 


Walter worked on advertising contracts for the General Omnibus 
Company, The London Road Car Co., and the Vanguard Company. 


Walter's family: Had a brother, Frank, another brother John, a sister 
Gertie Henchman who had a daughter Betty, age 4 in 1909. He also had 
a sister Ella Lee Williams, who had 3 daughters and a son. She died in 
1912. 


Nov. 1910 letter: Walter's brother gravely ill - consumption. Walter 
eventually went to an insane asylum in April 1912, a letter from 
William. Day says he was in good health. Between 1911 and 1913 he 
and May made their home with William at Home Villa, after he lost his 
position with the Omnibus Co. 


In 1913 he was in Virginia Water Sanatorium, near Windsor, for a 3- 
month "trial" He was well in all ways but one, he thought he was a 
millionaire, and had to be watched constantly or he would sign the 
family up for trips around the world, order furniture, etc. Eventually his 
mother got him into Holloway Sanatorium, which was founded by 
Walter's mother's uncle, Thomas Holloway. 


By all accounts Thomas Holloway was an interesting character. A 
biography from Wikipedia: 


“Thomas Holloway was born in Devonport, a district of Plymouth in the 
county of Devon, the eldest son of Thomas and Mary Holloway (née 
Chellew). 


Holloway had business connections with an Italian, Felix Albinolo, who 
manufactured and sold a general purpose ointment. This gave Holloway 
the idea to set up a similar business himself in 1837. He began by using 
his mother's pots and pans to manufacture his ointment in the family 
kitchen. Seeing the potential in patent medicines, Holloway soon added 
pills to his range of products. Holloway's business was extremely 
successful. 


A key factor in his enormous success in business was advertising, in 
which Holloway had great faith. Holloway's first newspaper 
announcements appeared in 1837, and by 1842 his yearly expenses for 
publicity had reached over £5,000 (GBP). By the time of his death, he 
was spending over £50,000 a year on advertising his products. 


The sales of his products made Holloway a multi-millionaire, and one of 
the richest men in Britain at the time. Holloway's products were said to 
be able to cure a whole host of ailments, though scientific evaluation of 
them after his death showed that few of them contained any 
ingredients which would be considered to be of significant medicinal 
value. Holloway's medicine business slowly declined and was bought by 
rival Beecham's Pills in 1930. 


Holloway is best remembered for the two large institutions which he 
built in England: Holloway Sanatorium in Virginia Water, Surrey, 
and Royal Holloway College, a college of the University of 

London in Englefield Green, Surrey. 


Holloway had become extremely wealthy by the late 1860s and bought 
a Georgian House at Sunninghill, 

near Ascot, Berkshire called Tittenhurst Park. Holloway lived there with 
his wife, Jane. Jane died in 1875, aged 61; Holloway died there on 26 
December 1883, aged 83. 


A century later, from 1969-71, the building became the home of John 
Lennon with his then new wife Yoko Ono, having been married on 20 
March 1969 in Gibraltar. Another member of the Beatles, Ringo Starr, 
lived there after Lennon until the late-1980s. In 1988, the property was 
sold to Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, President of the United Arab 
Emirates and ruler of Abu Dhabi. 


A philanthropic and somewhat eccentric donor (he had an unconcealed 
prejudice against doctors, lawyers and parsons), Holloway died 

of congestion of the lungs at Sunninghill in 1883, eighteen months 
before the opening of the Holloway Sanatorium. He is buried with his 
wife Jane in a family grave at Sunninghill churchyard.” 


TUE HOLLOWAY SANATORIUM POR MENTAL DISEASE, AT VINGINTA WATER. 


Holloway Sanatorium 1884 


An October 1914 letter from William Day describes Walter as "much the 
same." 


May Lee (nee Day) died 27" June 1916 aged only 46 and only a year 
after her father William’s death. She and Walter never had any children. 
She was buried at the Day family plot in Highgate Cemetery, London. 


11. Cecilia Anne Day (Celia 


Born 9" June 1871, Baschurch, Salop (Shropshire). 


Baptised July 29, 1871 ("daughter of William and Mary Anne Day, 
Newtown, Schoolmaster" — Baptism records for Baschurch 1857-1931. 
Shire Hall, Shrewsbury) 
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Excerpt from William Day’s family tree detailing Child No. 11 & 12 


Listed as age 9 in 1881 Baschurch census. 


In 1902 was a “Lady’s Receiving Officer”, 2 hours a day volunteer at 
Soho Hospital for Women. 


A 1902 letter from William talks of "Michael" shooting a heron and 
sending it to Celia who had it stuffed. Michael is probably Michael 
O’Mahony, Edie’s husband, - he shot grouse, hare, etc... 


Married Ernest White on March 2", 1908. Ernest was in poor health, 
possibly TB. A William Day letter mentions one lung being affected. 
They had a flat in London, No.9 Waldemar Mansions, before moving to 
Margate on the Kent seacoast because of the "bracing air." 
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Marriage Certificate Ernest James White & Cecilia Anne Day — witnessed by 
Cecilia’s siblings James Few Day & Agnes Sarah Day 


After 5 months Margate got dull, so they moved to Brighton and liked it 
much better. 


While in London, Ernest worked for a firm, "Orchestrelle," of Bond 
Street. There was some talk of his being sent to work in Winchester or 
Salisbury, possibly Australia or Tasmania. After settling in Brighton, he 
worked for the 


Orchestrelle branch there. 


Had one son, William Richard James Forbes White, born 2| June 1910 in 
Brighton. A letter refers to him as "Celia's little Jimmy." nicknamed 
Bunny. 
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Excerpt from William Day’s family tree detailing Cecilia’s marriage 
and the Birth of “Jim” White in 1910. Additional notes have been 
added by my grandfather Jim White detailing his marriage, the loss of 
his 1* wife (my grandmother) and birth of my mother Cecilia Muriel. — 
CG 


William Richard James Forbes 
White & Muriel Millicent Brookes 
at their wedding in 1940. Muriel 
died the following year, 6 months 
after giving birth to Cecilia Muriel 
White who was named for her 
mother Muriel Brookes’ and 
Grandmother Cecilia Anne White 
(nee Day). 


Apparently, she was found in her kitchen by her son William Richard 
James Forbes White (Jim) after school, he would have been 13 at the 
time. As far as is known Cecilia’s husband Ernest White had left the 
family by this time. Cecilia was listed as still married to Ernest on the 
death certificate and they were all living together in 1911 as per the 
census, so separation must have occurred sometime between 1911 and 
1923. The 1921 census to be released in 2021 may offer some more 
clues. 


It seems their son Jim White (as he was better known) went to live with 
Aunt Aggie (Agnes Sarah) in London at this time. This is backed up by 
various electoral registers in later years. 


Jim White, loved music and was a drummer in a band called “The Blue 
Flamers” in the 1930’s. He trained as an electrical draftsman and 
worked in the War Office in London during the early 1940’s. He married 
Muriel Millicent Brookes 23 March 1940 and they had a daughter 


Cecilia Muriel (my mother — CG) in 1941. Six months later Muriel died 
from TB aged only 24. 


Jim White married Eileen Brown in 1942 and they had a son James 
Meredith in 1949. 


My grandfather Jim White once told me what prompted his decision to 
emigrate to Australia. He was in London, using his ration book to obtain 
food and other items, even though it had been years since the war had 
ended, and he came upon Australia House — the idea of living ina 
country with no more rationing appealed. So, after making enquiries he 
found there was a demand for electrical draftsmen, especially on the 
Hydro-Electric dams being built in Tasmania. So, in 1953, Jim White 
emigrated to Australia along with his 2” wife Eileen, and 2 children, 
James Meredith and Cecilia Muriel, my mother. 


Prior to his departure from England Jim and Eileen White came in 
contact with Jehovah’s Witnesses and both left the Church of England to 
become Jehovah’s Witnesses around the time they emigrated to 
Australia. After working for the Hydro-Electric Commission of 
Tasmania, Jim and Eileen dedicated much of their life engaged in a Bible 
education ministry that Jim supported through part-time work in his 
profession as an electrical draftsman. Their ministry work took them all 
over Australia, and they lived in many different cities and states over 
the next few decades up until Jim White’s death in 1992 at age 81. — CG. 


After her death on 30" November 1923 Cecilia Anne White (nee Day) 
was buried at the Day family plot at Highgate Cemetery, London. 


12. James Few Day (Jim 


Born July 18, 1873, Baschurch, Salop (Shropshire) 


Baptised August 10, 1873, (son of William and Mary Anne Day, 
Newtown, Schoolmaster (Baschurch Baptism records 1857-1931, Shire 
Hall, Shrewsbury) 


Listed as Age 7 in the 1881 Baschurch census. 


From David Mowat’s notes: My mother, Olive Day Mowat, remembered 
this uncle: "I liked him very much. Did the gardening for “Grampa”. A 
natural musician, would go to St. Pauls, then come home and play the 
pieces he had heard on the piano." 


In 1902 he was a London School Board attendance officer, North 
Greenwich district. 


Married Lily (Emily Elizabeth West) in 1900. They lived very near Home 
Villa, at 35 Highbury Park. He did the gardening for William, liked to go 
fishing, and kept chickens. A 1913 letter notes that Jim had 25 hens and 
30 chickens, had taken 1,050 eggs between January and June. 


James died 23rd August 1930 aged only 57, he was survived by his wife 
Lily. He was buried at the Day family plot in Highgate Cemetery, 
London. 


13. Herbert Eric Day 
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Born 8 May 1875, Baschurch, Salop (Shropshire). 


Baptised July 25, 1875 (Baschurch Baptism records 1857-1931) Shire 
Hall, Shrewsbury) 


Married Lottie on 29" April 1901. A 1901 letter from May mentions 
"Lottie (the cousin) (Full name was Charlotte Maria Phillips b. 12" Feb 
1876, possibly a 2" cousin?) who is marrying Herby." 


Herbert and Lottie were in Ceylon by 1902. Herbert spent several years 
as a tea merchant in Ceylon. 


In October 1901 Herb had left for Ceylon, leaving Lottie in England to 
buy her outfit for Colombo. Lottie arrived in Colombo 29 November 
1901 on the Himalaya. There was quite a. bit of going back and forth 
between Ceylon and England. Herbert arrived another time in Colombo 
in 1900 via Aden and Genoa on the Grosser Kursfelt. 


Herbert and Lottie spent the summer and fall of 1912 in London. 


They returned to England permanently in June 1914, where he worked 
as manager of the Ceylon tea business of McMeakin & Co. (They asked 
him to come back from Ceylon). They settled in the West End of 
London. 


A 1908 letter says that Herbert severed connections with McMeakin 
and Co in Ceylon and joined Mr. Francis F. Street. Another letter in 1909 
speaks of him leaving Finlay, Muir and Co. He was a tea buyer for these 
firms. 


A 1909 Ceylon address was Brentham, Albert Crescent, Cinnamon 
Gardens, Colombo, Ceylon. Olive Day Mowat remembered spending her 
21st birthday in London in 1916 with Herbert and Lottie. (A co-worker 
of mine who hails from Sri Lanka tells me Cinnamon Gardens is a very 
expensive and exclusive area of Colombo, also, the prime minister’s 
office is located there — CG) 


Herbert died on 8" May 1950 (On his 75" Birthday!). He was survived by 
“Lottie” his wife. In his will he left her his entire estate of £3,046. 


CG - My mother Cecilia recalls Lottie coming to live with them in 
Folkestone, Kent, England after Herbert died. She also recalls a family 
story that “Lottie” who was close to my grandfather Jim White didn’t 
want him or the family to emigrate to Australia in 1953 and said she 
was planning to leave everything to him but if he emigrated he would 
be cut out of the will. “Lottie” died 7" June 1962 and the accuracy of the 
story seems to be borne out by the fact that she left the by then 
dwindled estate of £1,202 to a married woman named Kathleen 
Gillibrand. 


Herbert was the last of the “Day Children”. His final resting place is 


unknown at this time, but his last known address was 51 Highland 
Road, Northwood, Middlesex (London), England. 
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Highgate Cemetery, London. The Stone is in the “New” (East) section, Square 
98, plots 34637 & 34426, both plots marked by the same stone. (Photo 
courtesy David Mowat 1987) 
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Letters 


David Mowat - Summer, 1983 


This material is extracted from a series of letters written by my great- 
grandfather, William Day, from Home Villa, London to Mary Ann 
(Marian) and C. J. Day of Honolulu. Most of the letters were written 
between 1902 and 1914. 


| chose the parts quoted because of their historical, family, and 
Hawaiian interest. The earliest address | have is a letter dated February 
25, 1902, addressed to C.J. Day at P.O. Box 372. Honolulu. A letter dated 
Nov 21, 1906 is addressed to C.J. Day at Box 678, Honolulu. | 
understand that when this box became available C.J. wanted to have it 
because the 678 was easy to remember, and good for the store's 
business. This box stayed in the family until 1981, after Kenneth Day's 
death. 


11 September 1894. 


We have had all your letters safely and | need not say how we look 
forward to each one before its arrival - We are always thankful when 
we see from them that you are all three well in health. We are so glad 
dear little Vera is in health, growing and improving. (Of course in 1894 
Vera was still an only child). 


We had a letter from Edie on Monday. All Three are well, Edie says that 
Sarah and her husband drove over to see them one day - while staying 
at Nill Green -and they are both well and happy - We heard Marian that 
John (Jones) (your brother) was about to be married - but cannot tell 
whether it is true. Is it? (The 1911 census has John Jones & his wife 
Elizabeth down as married for 8 years, putting their marriage date as 
somewhere around 1903, so it would appear the rumour wasn’t true in 


90 


1894 unless Elizabeth was his 2" wife. John and Elizabeth Jones went on 
to have 3 children, Roma, Olive and Mabel) 


We have had some nice weather of late, so | expect Tom (your brother) 
will have been fortunate enough to get all his corn in favourably - All 
seems to be rolling on the same at Baschurch and Weston Lullingfield, 
except new faces and Strangers filling up the places of the old familiar 
ones - but thus it must be! 


How do you seem to get on with your new Republic in lieu of Kingdom? 
Do you think it will last? Do they seem to legislate as well? Where is and 
What does the Ex-Queen do? Where is the Niece apparent to the 
Crown? as we hear nothing of her now. (this refers to Princess Kaiulani 
who died in 1899 at age 23). All| care for is that | trust everything will 
continue to work quietly whatever changes may take place in the 
Constitution of Hawaii. 


31 January 1902. 


| see from the Newspapers that you are having a New Governor of 
Hawaii Sir Samuel Parker in the place of Governor Dole. Do you know 
him? He has (the papers say) Hawaiian blood in him - and his wife is 
"half-caste”. 


| have been referring and find that To-day 31st January is my dear little 
Kenneth's Birthday - and | am sorry that American Law forbids us 
sending parcels. However, | must try something else by-and-by. 


25 February 1902. 


St. Mary's Church, Islington, London, where C.J. and Mary Ann were 
married, was to be pulled down and rebuilt. 


No doubt, as soon as, peace is declared in South Africa, thousands will 
flock from all parts of the world to colonize there. It will become a great 
opening in the future. Every week our armies there are taking great 
hauls of “Boers”, it is now not a regular war. It is now Guerrilla warfare. 
Bands of Boers roaming about and despoiling their brother Boer's 
farms. We want every man, woman, and child in South Africa to be 
treated equally by law and all and everyone to have the same privileges. 
And this will be so as soon as peace comes. (Although the black South 
Africans still had quite a wait even after peace returned! - CG) 


We have heard from Fred: he is now again in Perth, Western Australia. 
His back is weak still, from the fall of the horse upon him when the 
Boers shot it (De Welt's men), as he was scouting when in the "Imperial 
Light Horse". He has a pension of 1 shilling sixpence a day! for 13 
months., | wish he had never gone to fight. Poor compensation for 
probably weak constitution for years. 


13 June 1902. 


It was very awful, - those volcanic eruptions at St. Martinique and St. 
Vincent. So many human beings swept into eternity" - and so quickly! | 
do not think there is anything to fear in your Islands -for your "Mauna 
Roa" being always in action to some extent - acts as the Safety Valve. 


Isn't it a blessing that Peace has been. proclaimed between the Boers 
and the British. No more War! Ten thousand and more have 
surrendered this week, - and another 1000 yesterday — the Boers were 
overjoyed about it - and say they will be better off under our King. Poor 
things - they were obliged to fight, they now tell us, or be shot!!! The 
British soldiers are now among them - and they are the same as 
Brothers. There was great rejoicing in. London - Thousands and Tens of 
Thousands in the streets. Flags flying in every house — and illuminations 
everywhere. | am very glad it has happened before the Coronation 
which is to be on the 26th instant. They are making great preparations 
for ‘it’- and the Streets will be decorated all along the route to 


Westminster Abbey. | am not sure yet whether | shall venture the 
Crush, | fear it will be dangerous. It will be a very grand sight. 


William here is speaking about the coronation of Edward VII who was 
the eldest son of Queen Victoria and ascended the throne on January 
22, 1901 upon Victoria's death. Born in 1841 he had to wait a long time 
to succeed to the throne. He married Princess Alexandra of Denmark in 
1863 who bore him three sons and three daughters. 


The coronation was originally scheduled for June 26, 1902 as William 
Day was anticipating, but Edward had to undergo an emergency 
appendectomy operation (a radical new procedure for the day), so the 
coronation was postponed until August 9, 1902. 


13 October 1908. 


The King reopens Parliament today; and will be thousands of people 
there to see the procession. | shall not go this time, as | have so many 
times, seen the pageant. The Penny Post to the "United States" came 
into force on the first day of October. | do not yet know, whether it 
extends to the Hawaiian Islands. So, | will ascertain when | go to post 
this letter. 


12 January 1909. 


What very awful Earthquakes have been in "Sicily" and "South Italy." No 
doubt you have seen the accounts in the Newspapers. - over 100,000 
lives lost! And all occurred in 10 seconds! "Our Times are in His hands" 
most surely! 


15 March 1909. 


What a pretty sight your "Floral Parade" must have been in honour of 
Washington's birthday. And how very busy my dear Vera and Olive 
must have been in the preparation- and the Rose making - what a 


tremendous number were made. | should like to have seen them all at 
the happy work. | suppose the people have not become accustomed to 
belong to America (United States) - How does the Ex. Queen seem on 
account of it? 


4 June 1909. 


| seem to have been so occupied, of late, with so many different things - 
over which | have no control - that it has caused me to be seemingly 
neglectful. For instance - One of my Tenants (for some years) a doctor 
Simpson, has gone Bankrupt, leaving me in 1% years Rent — which has 
given me a great deal of trouble with the "Court of Bankruptcy", and | 
much fear, (after all my trouble) that I shall lose the rent. (William 
seems to have been very patient to allow 1 and % years back rent to 
accumulate!) Another is a good deal behind. And yet continues to 
occupy. So if he does not soon quit | must get "A Writ of Ejectment". | 
have had no end of Correspondence. And Jim has waited on him 
personally, but at present of no avail. These kind of things plague me 
somewhat at my time of life. Some of our Tenants are rather tiresome 
also. 


So | am getting Jim to Cope with them; he will soon bring them to their 
senses! 


From your letter it appears that America can put on the Taxes as well as 
England. We have one of the Worst Governments, | think that has ever 
existed: taxing everything - they have this Budget. just out raised our 
Income Tax alone to Is.2d in the Pound. We shall be glad when it has 
gone. It is almost 


"breaking the backs" of the industrial "Middle Class" of our Community. 
It is what is called a "Labour Parliament" But the poor man (Labourer) 
who possess a Vote, caused them to be put in. And now; they wish they 
had not, for everything will be now dearer for them, through this New 
Budget. It serves them rightly; for they believed all their M.P.'s told 
them: vis: they should have "larger" and "cheaper" loaves - Cheaper 
beer! and Cheaper Tobacco; and the Simpletons (I call them) — actually 


credited it; and now they repent; when too late: for all the 
aforementioned things are dearer!!! There! | have myself; drifted into 
politics! 


27 July 1909. 


| have sent, by this mail, some papers, to you each, respectively; giving 
an account of Monsieur Bleriot (a Frenchman), crossing the "Straits of 
Dover", on Sunday morning last, the 25th instant, in a "Monoplane" - 
(or Aeroplane) -singularly enough. The "Monoplane" is now to be seen 
on Exhibition, at Selfridges in Oxford Street. Aggie, Pollie, Stanley and | 
were going to see it, this afternoon, but it came on to Rain, very heavily, 
and unfortunately, for us debarred us from going. So we hope to go, 
either on Wednesday or Thursday, after which it will be taken away to 
France. London is, at the present time, in great excitement about it. 


Two years later a regular aerial mail service began and William sent 
Olive Day a commemorative postcard: 
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Postcard sent by William Day from “Home Villa” London to his grand- 
daughter Olive Day on 13 September 1911 while she was staying 
with her Aunt Sarah Jones at Liscard. This postcard was sent as part of 


an historic event, the United Kingdom’s first Aerial Post (Airmail). 


We have; during the last week; had our British Fleet, in the Thames. It 
reached from Westminster Bridge (The Houses of Parliament) to 
Southend, on the “Nove”(?) (Mouth of the Thames) - a distance of 37 
miles. Aggie and Pollie, with Stanley and myself - went from 
Westminster Bridge, to London Bridge, to see some of the vessels. We 
saw 12 altogether (out of some 150 and upwards) - vis: 5 “submarines” 
and 7 “Destroyers”. The submarines looked like huge great Whales, 
with their backs just out of the Water; and the “Destroyers”, like Fearful 
Black Monsters! It was exceedingly interesting to view them and there 
were thousands of spectators, besides ourselves, all along the "Thames 
Embankment". 


4 October 1909. 


It is difficult to obtain a really good and trustworthy Servant in England 
now-a-days. Our last one was very little help; so that she is not missed. 


Last Week, (Wednesday) being fine, Aggie and | went to the "Natural 
History Museum" - & in the Conchological Department; while looking 
at, and admiring the variety of lovely shells, we came to a Case of Shells, 
from the Hawaiian Islands. They were arranged and named, some from 
Oahu, Lanai Molokai. etc You can imagine how very much we were 
interested in them. They were in short rows. | am going to take some of 
those you gave me and compare them so as to obtain the Names: as it 
makes it ever-so-much nicer, when one can tell, all about them. 


19 October 1909. 


| see that you Charlie, and the dear Children, have had a good climb up 
"Tantalus". | am glad to know, you are still vigorous-nimble or agile still. 


Well, of course you both are in ‘the "Real Prime of Life"! - and as for the 
dear Children, why | can see them in my mind's eye going up the 
mountain like young Squirrels. 


| hope my dear Vera likes the "Punahou College". 


What Strange Customs; those at the School! Some are Novel and funny 
(I should like to have seen, them) - but the ducking, in the water - | 
should certainly object to, strongly! 


Note from David Mowat: - This refers to a long-standing Punahou 
School tradition of students throwing other miscreant students into the 
campus Lily Pond, a natural spring and accompanying pond which has 
been a focus point the school since its beginning in 1841. This 
"dunking" tradition continued until the 1960's. 


| saw in the “Lloyd’s Weekly News” that "Lord Hill's Column" at 
Shrewsbury had been struck by lightning., A "Steeple-Jack" has climbed 
the Column, and found the Statue of “Lord Hill” (the Waterloo Veteran) 
damaged greatly in the Arms and legs as well as some portions of the 
body. It will cause a little 


Sensation in Shrewsbury, will it not? 


Since | last wrote, Aggie and | have been all over and about the 
"Nimrod", the Ship that has been the farthest to the South; in the 
Antarctic Sea, and nearest to the South Pole! Lieutenant Shackleton is 
the Captain. The Ship is at present 


in the Thames but next week goes to Liverpool. It was wonderfully 
interesting 


and instructive to see all the things they took to Explore -- and very nice 
to see all the Antarctic things, such as Seals, Penguins, Sea-gulls, Stones, 
Photographs (hundreds of large ones) of icebergs, Mountains and 
South-Arctic views of all Kinds. The Ship is Three-Masted, wooden, and 
one funnelled. One could see where the Ship had had hard and rough 
scrapes against the ice! There were Two Young Sledge-dogs on the ship 
-one born on the Ship — the other born on the ice. They were fierce 
young things.- but little beauties!! 


(Nimrod's fate, 10 years after its return from the Antarctic, and 
William’s visit to it in London was to be battered to pieces in the North 
Sea, after running aground on the Barber Sands off the Norfolk (UK) 
coast on 31 January 1919. Only two of her 12-person crew survived. 


A number of geographic features of Antarctica were named after this 
ship, including Nimrod Glacier) 


Two of our Houses are Empty, since last March 25th, namely Nos. 58 
and 60, Leigh Road -- those two large Semi detached houses that you 
can see from our Greenhouse. Of course it is a great loss to me at 
present. Houses are at a discount in London, at the present time. But 
there! One must hope for the best! There are 50,000! Empty Houses in 
London Today!!! 


Talk about Gold Chains! Did | tell you - that on the 8th of August last - as 
May and | were waiting for the Electric-Car, at Kew, to return home, 
Some Scoundrel of a Thief - Stole my gold-chain and my Watch: which | 
had had since 1871. Uncle left it me in his Will. (William here would be 
referring to his benefactor James Few, his mother’s brother. James died 
in 1871, the same year William took possession of the gold watch.) We 
put the matter in the hands of the police, but--nothing has been heard 
of them. | have no doubt Whatsoever, the thief has put the gold chain 
and silver Watch, into the "Melting-Pot" - so as to avoid identification. 
Aggie & May say "All pickpockets ought to have the Cat*"! Well! Well! 
"what cannot be cured must be endured!" 


* Aggie and May are here referring to the “Cat-o-nine-tails” which is a 
type of multi-tailed whip that originated as an implement for severe 
punishment notably in the Royal Navy and Army of the United Kingdom, 
and as a judicial punishment in Britain and some other countries. 


9 November. 1910. (Letter to C.J. while MaryAnn (Marian) was in 
England with the children) - Marian decided to sojourn in England until 
after Xmas, as she wished to see and know how Vera and Olive would 
succeed: 


They, certainly, have now, gone to a splendid School -where there is 
every attention paid to the Pupils in Every-way: and there is a grand 
Staff of Teachers - | had a letter from Vera and Olive: and from the 
tenor of the contents, | feel sure they will be happy- comfortable- and 
progress in their studies. Their Time will be well-occupied; both 
mentally and physically — but | know, from them; they will like it; 
besides there are over 50 boarders and so many will create a healthy 
Competition in everything. It was a very great mistake; to have sent 
Vera and Olive to that Wembley School without having First seen it. | 
wish you had mentioned it, ere they came; and | should have 
recommended; without hesitation; the "Hiatt College - at Wellington. 
But there, it is well now as it is. Marian sent me Miss Skinner's Letter 
(which she sent to you) to peruse. She endeavours to make out a Case 
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for herself. It sounds well on paper; but it is quite evident she intended 
to build up her School, on your money. She had no Teachers, and | 
consider that Vera and Olive were sacrificed during their stay at 
Wembley - and did not gain one iota of good. And fancy writing to you 
in such a manner - when before the letter reached you, the Half term 
(without notice having been given) was already paid. Such Assurances 
quite created my ire. | have told Marian to treat that letter, with Silent 
Contempt - & "adone" (William here may have meant “be done”. These 
words would seem to fit but until the handwritten letter can be checked 
it can’t be confirmed - CG) with her. | am so glad that you have not 
replied to it. 


29 August 1911. (Vera and Olive are at school, and are staying with 
Aunt Sarah (Jones) at Liscard): 


They all seem very Happy - They have "Roma", their Cousin, at Liscard, 
and she amuses them very much. (Says Vera) - "talks a lot", and has a 
"bucket and spade which she always carries about with her". 


Aggie is, at the present time, at Shrewsbury. She went, to be at the 
"Flower Show". It was Wednesday and Thursday last, If | remember 
rightly, You, Marian, and the dear Children were there, last year. How 
Time Flies! (The Guinness Book of Records states the Shrewsbury flower 
show held in mid-August annually is the world’s longest running flower 
show - CG) 


| received a letter from Aggie, since her departure. She was quite well 
enjoying herself. She is staying with Nina Pugh at 3 Murivance - 
Shrewsbury, and from there she is going to Little Ness to stay with 
Nellie Fisher. While there she will visit Baschurch and go and look at the 
graves of Willie, Harry and Frank (the dear Boys!!!) and she will give 
John Mullinex orders to do them up and put them in order by painting, 
etc. cetera. 


We have had some terrible "Strikes" all over the Country. They have 
been so Serious in Wales, that the Riot Act has been read, and the 
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Soldiers had to fire on the desperate Rioters, Some were shot dead; and 
many wounded; before they would cease looting Shops and Setting fire 
to the Railway Stations & Sheds, etc; etc; We had 3000 Soldiers in Hyde 
Park, 3000 in Regent's Park - 4000 in Battersea Park, 1000 in the Tower - 
600 in the General Post Office and many more round about the 
Metropolis, in case of a riot here. All our Railway Stations were closed 
and no Traffic - for a few days; but fortunately; the soldiers have not 
been needed. All is now quiet and the Men have returned 


to their respective duties. | saw 20,000 march to Trafalgar Square to 
demonstrate! It has spoiled Trade for a time and caused different 
Articles to "go up" in price, as hundreds of Tons of goods perished; 
because there was no one to convey them to their proper quarters. 


28 February 1912. 


How fortunate you are - to have such faithful and good servants as Oka 
and Mori. | feel sure that | should like them could | only see them. 


29 April 1912. 


No doubt you have read, in the papers, the awful disaster -viz. the Loss 
of the "Titanic". (and about 1700 perishing-) by striking an iceberg. It is 
too dreadful to think about. - And yet, so many, ships, risk the danger: 
in "trying to break the record of Time," in crossing the Atlantic. 
although there may be Scores of Icebergs; directly in their Course. It is 
very presumptuous, and ought to be prevented, by the "Board of 
Trade"! | suppose, now, something will be done; when too late! 


| took Cian to the Zoological Gardens, with Edie and Aggie. And as | 
know the Keeper of the Reptile House (Mr. Collins), he took us behind 
the dens and shewed us many things; which other visitors could not 
see. He took out (among the many things) a large long "King Snake" - 9 
feet long - quite tame. We all nursed it and then he wrapped it around 
Edie’s neck - and afterwards - Aggies’s neck - as a boa. It was very warm 
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- & sometimes, it swallows or gorges - one - two - or three rats! (but 
dead!) Also he shewed us a Blue toad - belonging to our present Queen 
Mary - which she brought from Mentone. He also shewed us a 
"Squeaking toad" - which makes a noise, just like a boys penny trumpet 
- Then he shewed a huge "jumping toad" - which is quite savage - and 
sprung at the Keeper several times, and tried to bite him. He then 
stirred up the dreadful Cobras! In order to shew us, how fearless and 
fierce they are - and they actually left Poison on the outside of the 
Keepers Cap — which he had put on to the End of a Long iron Rod. 
Altogether it was most interesting. | wish Kenneth had been there. 
However, when he comes, | hope to take him: for | feel sure he will like 
it. 


Aggie and | went to Hyde Park last week -- just for a ride. The Park looks 
beautiful and there were Hundreds of people in it besides ourselves. 
We went to a "Cinematograph” after we had Tea, at the ABC, Piccadilly 
Circus, and it was very interesting. 


6" May 1912 — Postcard from Marian Day in Honolulu to her son Ken 
Day in London: 
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Transcript of the above postcard in which it is speculated that the letters 
from the family in England may have been lost in the famous sinking of 
the Titanic which took place only a few weeks earlier: 


Postmarked — 6" May 1912: 


Dear K. The “S.S. Siberia” came in on the 6" instead of the 7" May. | 
am rather pressed for time so am sending a card only by this mail. | 
will all being well write next week. 


Our English letters did not come last week. We think perhaps the 
“Titanic” took the Liverpool Mail. The letters you sent the week she 
sailed have not arrived so far but perhaps the trains have been 
delayed. 


Hope you are well. Your affect. Mother. 


10 May 1912. 


You know "Nellie" Fisher of Little Ness (Nee Davies of Eyton). She is 
going to have a Sale at the End of this month and is going to Canada 
with her Son (who is farming there). 


16 June 1913. 


What | am now going to tell you - please do not refer to it in any of your 
letters!!! 


Walter (May’s husband) has gone mentally wrong; on one particular 
thing - viz: Money! He thinks he is a Millionaire! and before he was sent 
to the Asylum he would go and order all kinds of things - a £70 Motor - 
for example. Went to Book himself - May - and his Mother for a trip 
round the World - He said to me "Father, | am worth £8400 a year!" - 
He said he had bought a Large Estate and was going to build a large 
Stores ("like Selfridges on Oxford Street"! - He said to me and to my 


doctor Keele, who Examined him. - | have had a Trance and soon as | 
waked a person stood by me and | am now compelled to do what he 
tells me.! Dr Keele asked him if the person was a good or bad person. 
Oh, he said - "a good one. For Jesus Christ was there too"! 


The doctor said he must not be left alone - so Mrs. Lee has been able to 
get him into the "Holloway Sanatorium" - Holloway left his mother 
Hundreds of thousands of pounds to build this place and buy the land. 
He was Mr. Lee's Uncle. May goes to see Walter every Saturday. He is 
Sane in many ways. Except his Money Mania. 


Of course May has had to Countermand a great many things he 
ordered. It has been a great Strain on her and in fact upon all of us - | 
have made a Home for him and May during the past 2 years! for he lost 
his Situation in the General Omnibus Company! 


21 October 1914. 


The Armageddon War is now reaching its crucial and fiercest point. 
There are millions of soldiers (both sides) contending for victory - It is 
very slow work; but in the End- | believe - the Allied armies will win. Our 
police - in London - are arresting scores of Spies of Germans & Austrians 
and they are being sent to Prison (not shot!) in France they are Shot - 
We are more lenient! - All Germans and Austrians are now being taken 
by the police; (and "interned".) from all the Hotels and Restaurants in 
London and Elsewhere in Britain - as many of them have been giving 
Information (being Germans and Austrians) to the Enemy. The 
Treachery, that has been going on, and now discovered; is beyond all 
description. 


Scores of Thousands of Soldiers on both sides are being killed and 
wounded, but the Germans and Austrians are far the greater number. 
We have at the present time, many hundreds of wounded back from 
the War; and who are anxious to get Well and go back to the Front. It is 
quite a sight, to see the many hundreds of recruits training in all the 
Parks of London! Highbury fields is full of them, every day; and 
wherever we go, we meet armies of them marching up the roads: and 
yet London looks just the same as ever in the daytime. But at night, all 
Lights are low; so that London may not look too brilliant; and Even the 
light in our Hamilton Mews; has been Extinguished "by Order!" All the 
Public houses, etc: are now obliged to be closed at 10 o'clock. p.m. 


| do believe that this War will last 2 years or more! However, "Time will 
tell". It will cost, for our Country very many millions of money. Our 
Government has now issued from the Treasury; One Pound and Ten 
Shilling Notes; and they are now in great circulation. It was strange at 
first to see them; but now we are all getting used to see them; and pass 
them the same as you do the American dollar. 


Fresh eggs are now 2d each. 


Epilogue: 


William Day died just over 6 months after this letter on 10 May 1915 
aged 82 and was buried at Highgate Cemetery in London. 


He was survived by 9 of his children, namely, Agnes Sarah, Frederick 
Phillips, Charles James, Mary Anne Phillips, Edith Alice, May, Cecilia 
Anne, James Few and Herbert Eric. 


The last of William & Mary Anne’s children died in 1950 with the 
passing of Herbert Eric Day. 


He was also survived by 7 of his grandchildren, namely Fred Day, Vera 
Marian Day, Olive Margaret Day, Kenneth Charles William Day, Eric 
O’Mahony, Cian O’Mahony and William Richard James Forbes White, 
(known as Jim or James White. 


James White (my grandfather — CG) was the last grandchild born, no 
more grandchildren were born after William’s death. James White was 
also the last surviving grandchild of William and Mary-Anne Day at his 
death in 1992. 


As time passed, ... 


From William & Mary Ann’s large family of 13 children, only 4 of their 
children went on to have children themselves, namely Frederick Phillips 
Day, Charles James Day, Cecilia Anne White and Edith O’Mahony 
producing 7 grandchildren among them, namely Fred Day, Vera Marian 
Day, Olive Margaret Day, Kenneth Charles William Day, Eric O’Mahony, 
Cian O’Mahony and William Richard James Forbes White. Of those 7, 4 
became parents, namely Olive Mowat (Day), Kenneth Day, James White 
and Cian O’Mahony. 


From these 4 grandchildren who had children came 8 great- 
grandchildren, namely David Day Mowat, Joan Margaret Mowat, James 
Hamlin Day, Mary Frances Day, Cecilia Muriel White, James Meredith 
White, Cian Michael O’Mahony and Thomas P. O’Mahony. 


Of these eight great-grandchildren, 4 are still alive today, 2 in the USA 
and 2 in Australia. The last great grandchild living in the UK was Cian 
Michael O’Mahony who died in 2011. 


Four of these great-grandchildren became parents, namely Joan 
Margaret Brown (Mowat), James Hamlin Day, Mary Frances Wilson 
(Day), and Cecilia Muriel Giandomenico (White). 


From these 4 great-grandchildren who had children came 9 great-great 
grand children namely Greg Brown, Mary Ann Toomey (Day), John 
Baxter Day, Colin Wilson, Steven Wilson, Richard Wilson, Carlo 
Giandomenico (me!), Mark Giandomenico, and Donna Louise Lawson 
(Giandomenico). 


Of these nine, all are alive today, 6 living in the USA, 3 in Australia. 


4 Generations, Mary Ann (Marian) Day — (Mrs. C.J. Day), age 97; Kenneth Charles 
William Day; Mary Frances Day Wilson; Colin Wilson. Honolulu, 1959 


All nine of these great-great grandchildren have become parents to a 
total of 25 great-great-great grandchildren as at February 2013, namely 
Tim Brown, Jillian Toomey, Emery Toomey, Eliza Ann Toomey, Megan 
Day, Robin Day, Christen Malia Yukiko Wilson, Cassie Day Yukiko 
Wilson, Jessica Li Wilson, Alana Katherine Wilson, Sean Kenneth Wilson, 
Luke Robert Tae-Young Wilson, Chloe Malia Wilson, Caleb James 
Giandomenico, Jessica Kate Giandomenico, Michaella Jayne 
Giandomenico, Jacob Charles Giandomenico, Savannah Leigh 
Giandomenico, Hannah Louise Giandomenico, Charlotte Kate 
Giandomenico, Nathaniel Charles Giandomenico, Malachi James 
Giandomenico, Georgia May Giandomenico, Jack Dylan Lawson and 
Heath James Lawson. 


Of those 25, 12 are living in Australia, 12 in the United States and 1 in 
Scotland. 


Three of these great-great-great grandchildren have become parents, 
namely Jillian Skeffington (Toomey), Emery Haas (Toomey) and Eliza 
Ann Twaddle (Toomey). Eliza Twaddle (Toomey) was born in the United 
States but emigrated to Scotland on her marriage to Fraser Twaddle in 
2011. 


Fraser and Eliza (Toomey) Twaddle’s daughter Beatrix Virginia Twaddle 
was born in Scotland in 2012. Eliza’s two sisters have also become 
parents to a total of 4 great-great-great-great grandchildren between 
them as at February 2013. Jillian Skeffington (Toomey) became mother 
to Alexandra Joy Skeffington in 2011, and Emery Haas (Toomey) 
became mother to Declan Jameson Haas in 2007 and Isla Abigail Haas 
in 2009. 


In 2007, Grandparents and Grandchildren in Hawaii - From L to R: Cassie Day 
Yuriko Wilson, Luke Robert Tae-Young Wilson, Christen Malia Yukiko Wilson, The 
late Robert (Bob) Wilson, Sean Kenneth Wilson, Jessica Li Wilson, Mary Day 
Wilson and Alana Katherine Wilson. All descendants of William and Mary Anne 
Day (except for Bob Wilson) 


» 


The Giandomenico family December 2012 in Wagga Wagga, NSW, Australia — 
from L to R: Nathaniel, Hannah, Carlo (co-author of this work), Georgia, Sharon, 


Charlotte and Malachi - all descendants of William and Mary Anne Day (except 
for Sharon) 


David Mowat. Co-Author of this 
work, and original compiler & author 
of William & Mary Anne Day’s family 
history, here pictured at _ his 
retirement from teaching at Punahou 
School in Honolulu, Hawaii, USA in 
1994. 


Addendum to Epilogue — 13" October 2020 


Dave Mowat - A True Kupuna 


June 6, 1934 - April 7, 2020 


Dave Mowat was born in Honolulu where he lived until 1942 
when, along with his mother and sister, he was sent to Ashland, 
Oregon to live with an uncle until the end of WWII. The convoy of 
ships carrying the evacuees from Hawaii to California had quite a 
scare when a Japanese sub passed under the ships. He returned 
when it was safe, attended Punahou School, and graduated in 
1953. He returned to the Pacific Northwest to attend college and 
graduated from Washington State University with a B. S. in 
Chemistry and Geology. 


While in the U. S. Army 1958 - 1959, he was stationed in Germany 
where he bicycled, stayed in hostels, and got to know the people. 
After his service, he returned to Hawaii planning to work for the 
Dole Plantation as a chemist. However, he returned to Punahou 
to teach science. While at Punahou he was known for his quick 
wit, practical jokes, kindness, and dedication. He was non- 
judgmental, accepting, giving, forgiving, a mentor to many, and an 
all-around good guy. He retired in 1994. Until his final week, 
Dave was still in contact with many former faculty and students. 


Dave liked to snorkel and often his shirts would be ripped and 
torn on the coral. He purchased cheap shirts at Salvation Army, so 
that they could be worn and discarded without a great loss of 
money. After he retired, he climbed Diamond Head on a regular 
basis to remove the trash that had been left in the old WWII 
bunkers. He hiked in with a pole and hiked back down with a bag 
of trash tied on each end of the pole. Once the trash was removed, 


all that remained were full cans of brown paint. He painted the 
interior of the bunkers and carried the cans down empty. 


Shortly thereafter, he returned to Ashland, OR in retirement. Here 
he is also known for his kindness, wisdom, and generosity. He 
delivered meals-on-wheels in Medford for many years and 
regularly worked out at the Y. He worked on his family genealogy 
for many years then connected with a distant cousin in Australia 
doing the same. They put together a book, which also contains 
many letters providing a glimpse into significant historical events. 
Dave also collected stamps, some of which he sold on eBay, and 
rocks from all over the world, which he passed on to remain in the 
science department. 


Dave passed peacefully at home of cancer surrounded by his 
friends. He is survived by his nephew, Greg Brown of North 
Plains, OR. His friends in Oregon and Hawaii held a Celebration 
of Life on what would have been his 86th birthday. Those in 
Ashland planted a forsythia bush in his honor. Those in Hawaii 
will plant a hala tree from a seed sprouted by students from a tree 
growing on the Punahou campus once the campus reopens. 
Stories about Dave and his life were shared. 


In his final weeks, he shared that a Kupuna is considered to be a 
wise, elder and not just an ordinary old man. Many consider that 
his lifelong role was that of a kumu (teacher) and Kupuna of all he 
met. He lived simply and left a sizable estate to The Nature 
Conservancy of Hawaii. 


Contact: 


For any enquiries regarding this report and/or any corrections, additions or suggestions 


please contact: 


Carlo Giandomenico 
10 Waverley Place, 
WAGGA WAGGA NSW 2650 


AUSTRALIA 


Email: waggacarlo@gmail.com 
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